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o Excellency, the Chairperson of the 5th Conference of 
State Parties 

o Excellency, the Commissioner Political Affairs, Peace 
and Security, the African Union Commission  

o Excellency, the Commissioner Education, Science, 
Technology, and Innovation (AUC) 

o Excellency, the Chairperson of the African Commission 
on Nuclear Energy 

o The Director General IAEA 
o Representatives of various State Parties 
o Representatives of the Partners & Observers 
o Distinguished Participants 
o Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

Good Morning, 

I. I would like, to convey the warm regards of the 

Commissioner for Infrastructure and Energy who is 

supposed to be with us here today, but due to some 

pressing official commitments asked me to represent her in 

this important Conference. Secondly, I would like to 

congratulate AFCONE for organizing this great conference 

session 

II. The continent’s energy supplies are not meeting the needs 

and aspirations of its people. Because about half of the 

population (about 600 million people) of Africa currently 

does not have access to electricity. Although the African 

population is about 20% of the world’s population, it 

accounts for only 6% of the global energy demand.  

III. Thus, the AU Agenda 2063 specifies energy as an enabler 

and a pathway towards addressing social, environmental, 

and economic challenges through an integrated approach 



by providing equal energy access and consumption levels 

and balancing the demand and supply of energy, notably 

through programmes such as energy efficiency, to enhance 

economic growth.  

IV. Adequate, reliable, and affordable energy has direct 

implications for transforming Africa into a prosperous, 

peaceful, and integrated continent with dignified and happy 

people. However, energy production has social, 

environmental, and climatic consequences and the impact 

of climate change and environmental degradation is 

predicted to have more adverse effects on Africa and its 

enterprises. Therefore, the development of the energy 

sector must focus on clean energy. Hence, many African 

countries accept and include renewables  into their energy 

generation mix.  

Excellencies 
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V. Clean Energy resources like nuclear energy promises to 

power Africa in realizing the continent’s developmental 

aspirations as contained in the AU Agenda 2063. It is clean, 

environmentally friendly, climate-resilient, and can provide 

adequate baseload for a combined electrical grid system. 

Thus, the continent is keen and already exploring the 

various advantages that the peaceful uses of nuclear 

energy can bring in its response to the pandemic recovery 

plans. 



VI. Nuclear power is not currently part of the energy generation 

mix in most African countries except South Africa. But 

many AU Member States are working to prepare strategies 

for the use of nuclear energy to contribute to the continent’s 

developmental agenda. Hence, developing and 

implementing the appropriate infrastructure to support the 

successful introduction of nuclear power has now 

become a central issue for the many AU Member States. 

VII. Similarly, the AUC Launched the Africa Single Electricity 

Market in June 2021, which is set to be the largest electricity 

market in the world covering the 55-Member states of the 

AU and a population of about a 1.3 billion people. Part of the 

main goal of AfSEM is to provide clean, sustainable, 

affordable Electricity to Africans. Thus, Nuclear Energy has 

a big role to play in operationalizing this ambition.  
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VIII.  We do believe, that the development and operation of a 

nuclear power programme is a major undertaking requiring 

careful planning and preparation. Therefore, the AUC in 

collaboration with AFCONE will continue to work together 

in supporting the African Union Member States embarking 

on a nuclear power programme, by providing all 

available opportunities for the exchange of information 

among countries as well as for learning relevant lessons 

from case studies and current global practices within the 

Nuclear industry. 



IX. In conclusion, I would like to assure the various 

stakeholders here, of the AUC’s determination to do 

everything in its capacity to strengthen the relationship with 

the relevant Nuclear Energy institutions, Agencies, and 

governing bodies at global, continental, and regional levels.  

X. We highly value the AFCONE and IAEA’s work and 

outstanding contributions in Mitigating the Climate change 

and ensuring a cleaner, secured, reliable means of energy 

production, and in providing support through technical 

cooperation programmes. 

Thank you for your attention 


