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Excellency Mr  President,  
 

Excellencies ,  
 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
I join the previous speakers to congratulate you, Mr. President, on your election to the presidency of this 1st 
Meeting of States Parties to the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.   
 
I thank the United Nations of Disarmament Affairs (UNODA) for the efforts developed to organise this very 
important event.  
 
The AFCONE Delegation wishes to assure you, Mr President, of its cooperation and support on further 
engagement that would assist in the accomplishment of a World Free of Nuclear Weapons.  

 
Mister President,  
 
The State Parties to the African Nuclear Weapon Free Zone are deeply concerned about the Catastrophic 

Humanitarian Consequences of Nuclear Weapons: The outcomes of the three (03) previous conferences in 

Oslo (2013), Mexico (2014) and Vienna (2014) have highlighted the fact that, no State or International 

Organisation, has the capacity to deal with the devastating consequences of a nuclear weapon detonation, 

whether by accident miscalculation or design.  

These Conferences and the Important Follow Up Actions implemented by the majority of the UN Member 

States, the Regional Organisations, the NGOs, and the Civil Society, paved the way to the negotiation and 

entry into force in January 2021 of the Treaty on Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW).  

The African Commission on Nuclear Energy (AFCONE), representing 44 State Parties (52 Signatories) to the 

African Nuclear Weapon Free Zones (NWFZ), congratulates the State Parties and Signatories to the TPNW for 

having successfully allowed the entry into force of the TPNW, achieving this important milestone, identified 

in the NPT.  

Mr President,  

The African Union Constitutional Act recognized the need for the continent to promote peace, security, and 
stability as a prerequisite for the implementation of our development and integration agenda.  
 
It should also be recalled that at the 50th Anniversary Solemn Declaration of the Union of 2013, the 
Assembly undertook to maintain a nuclear-free Africa and called for global disarmament, non-proliferation, 
and peaceful uses of nuclear energy.  
 
The African Union leads policy making and implementation of decisions aimed at ensuring that Africa 
achieves Aspiration 4 of Agenda 2063 which aspires for “ A peaceful and secure Africa” .  
 
Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMDs) are part of the common security threats to AU Member States as 
stated in the Common African Defence and Security Policy.  
 
The African Peace and Security Architecture (APSA) is the framework for promoting peace, security, and 
stability in Africa. Its core organ is the African Union Peace and Security Council (AU PSC).   
 
The objective for the strategic priority 4 of the APSA roadmap 2016 – 2020 is to contribute to enhancing the 
timeliness and effectiveness of the response to strategic security challenges by all stakeholders.  
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Africa has consistently promoted the achievement and maintenance of a world free of nuclear weapons, as 
enshrined in the Treaty of Pelindaba, which was initiated in the early 1960s targeting the denuclearisation of 
the African Continent.  
 
These efforts in particular were informed by the Continent’s experience suffering from the devastating 
nuclear tests undertaken in the Algerian Sahara in the 1960s together with the constant danger associated 
with the Apartheid Nuclear Weapon developed in South Africa.   
 
The African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty (Pelindaba Treaty) is celebrating next 15 July 2022 the 13th 
Anniversary of its Entry into Force. The 5th Conference of State Parties (5th CSP) held in Addis Ababa on 17 & 
18 May 2022, has concluded with strong recommendations related to Nuclear Disarmament and the 
Universalisation of the Pelindaba Treaty.  
 
The AFCONE recalls that the decisions and action plans of the 1995, 2000 and 2010 NPT Review Conference 
are still to be implemented. The Commission reaffirms, in particular, its full support to the United Nations 
Efforts for the establishment of a zone free of nuclear and all other weapons of mass destruction in the 
Middle East, as agreed at the 1995 NPT Review Conference. The Signatories to the Pelindaba Treaty, 
recognize that the establishment of other NWFZs, especially in the Middle East, would enhance the security 
of States Parties to the African NWFZ.  
 
Mr President,   
 
The Nuclear Risk is, according to the UN Representatives and International Observers  "Higher Than it has 

been since the Darkest Days of the Cold War“ and “ the risk of a nuclear war is greater than ever”. Since 

February 2022, the situation in Ukraine and the mention by the media of nuclear weapons use have 

enhanced the perception of this imminent threat.   

Therefore, the AFCONE expresses deep concern over the recent developments relating to the possible use of 

nuclear weapons in the world which weakens the objectives of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and 

continues to undermine peace, security and the humanitarian situation in the world in general, and in Africa 

in particular; and appeals to those concerned to find diplomatic means of resolving their differences and 

protecting the populations from the impact of nuclear weapons.  

There is more than 13 000  Nuclear Weapons in Existence (2021), with allocation of vast resources to retain 

and modernise them, in a world where the basic human needs of billions, including the achievement of the 

development goals remain unfulfilled, in particular in Africa.   

The AFCONE is convinced that only the total elimination of nuclear weapons may act as the only guarantee 

against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons.  

Mr President,  

Nuclear Testing remains a serious concern over the years, including for African Member States.   

Africa, with 48 Parties (87 % over 55 AU MS) to the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), is 

already playing an important role including through the ability to verify the Nuclear Test Ban by the 

International Monitoring System (IMS/CTBTO) & Stations in Africa.  

The AFCONE Calls for the Urgent Universalization of the Treaty and its Entry into force and invite the 

remaining African Member States to proceed with the signature and the ratification of the Treaty 
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Mr President,  

The AFCONE calls for the strengthening of efforts towards nuclear disarmament, non-proliferation and 

peaceful uses of nuclear energy programmes through strengthened cooperation with in particular the 

United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA), the IAEA and the CTBTO, in view of their 

significance as preventive mechanisms.  

Today, 29 AU MSs (53 %) signed the TPNW (34 % of the Total Signatories) and 12 AU MS (22 % ) have ratified 

it (20 % of the Total State Parties).   

The States Parties to the Pelindaba Treaty, gathering at the 5th CSP, called upon the African Union Member 

States to speedily sign and ratify the TPNW, emphasizing that it advances international law in the sphere of 

nuclear disarmament and is consistent with the goals of the Treaty of Pelindaba.  

The AFCONE supports the Humanitarian Pledge and Call Upon the State Parties to the Pelindaba Treaty to 

integrate the outcomes of this 1st Meeting of the State Parties to the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 

Weapons (TPNW) and the outcomes of the Four Conferences on the Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear 

Weapons, to the Deliberations of the Forthcoming 10th NPT Review Conference.   

In Conclusion Mister President,  
 
The AFCONE is pleased to inform the meeting about the intensified coordination and formal cooperation 
with the Other Nuclear Weapon Free Zones and the UNODA, in order to speed un and reach, jointly, the 
“Global Nuclear Weapon Free World” Objective.   
 
In preparation to the 10th NPT Review Conference organised next August 2022, the AFCONE, in addition to 
the nuclear disarmament activities to be fulfilled, strongly supports the “Inalienable Right” to use nuclear 
energy for peaceful purposes in conformity with Articles I and II of the NPT.  
 
The AFCONE calls upon the NPT State Parties to encourage the recent initiatives considering and 
recommending more international support to peaceful uses of nuclear energy, in particular for the benefit of 
the Africa Region, to address through nuclear applications, urgent needs including fighting cancer, which is 
recognised as the more pressing necessity, highly relying on radiation technology with demonstrated cost 
effective impact.  
 
I Thank You Mister President.  

-o-o-OOO-o-o-  


