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Excellencies Ambassadors Present  

Distinguished Delegates from States Parties of the African Union 

Ladies and Gentlemen  

 

We are here gathered today for the Fifth Conference of States Parties to the African 

Nuclear Weapons-Free-Zone Treaty, also known as the Treaty of Pelindaba.  

 

You would recall that the previous Conference of States Parties that was scheduled 

for 21 to 22 October 2021, could not make any policy decisions because of lack of 

quorum. It is in this regard that I congratulate you all for making this meeting a 

reality.  

 

The Treaty of Pelindaba remains the Continent’s keys instrument on nuclear 

disarmament, Non-Proliferation. I wish to congratulate the State Parties to the 

Treaty for their commitment to the denuclearization of Africa, which also 

contributes to achieving a nuclear weapons-free world. Indeed, the Treaty of 

Pelindaba creates the largest nuclear weapon-free zone in the world. The effective 

implementation of the Treaty would contribute to fighting the proliferation of 

nuclear weapons – thereby contributing to the realization of a world free of nuclear 

weapons.  

 

The world is witnessing a rising threat of a nuclear war in the ongoing war between 

Russia and Ukraine. The use of nuclear weapons would result into humanitarian 

emergencies that no single country can contain because of the catastrophic 

consequences for the environment, health, and the climate beyond the immediate 



target. I, therefore, add my voice to previous calls to Member States that have not 

yet done so, to ratify or accede to the Treaty of Pelindaba. 

 

The Commission continues to follow global developments on nuclear disarmament 

and nonproliferation, and as part of these efforts, it convened a meeting of 

Member States experts on the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 

(TPNW). This Treaty is an important milestone in global nuclear disarmament, being 

the first legally binding international agreement to comprehensively prohibit 

nuclear weapons. It is, therefore, in line with the commitment of AU Member 

States to global nuclear disarmament.  

 

Excellencies 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

Other than declaring Africa as a Zone free of nuclear weapons, the Treaty of 

Pelindaba provides for the peaceful use of nuclear science and technology. 

 

As the population in our Continent grows, it is essential that available appropriate 

technologies are utilized in order to tap nature in a sustainable manner, for the 

benefit of its peoples. Nuclear science and technologies offer such opportunity.   

 

The eradication of agricultural pests using sterile insect techniques for the control 

and eradication of harmful pests; irradiation for fresh crops and in animal health; 

and isotope hydrology techniques for the management of water resources are 

some of these technologies. In the field of health and medicine, nuclear medicine 



and other technologies to fight cancer are noted, especially with increasing 

incidence of cancer in the Continent. Nuclear power can also be used as part of the 

response to the increasing energy demands as Member States industrialize. These 

are some of the areas that AFCONE seeks to support States Parties in, and it is my 

hope that States Parties and observers will have opportunity to explore ways to tap 

into and benefit from these technologies.  

 

Excellencies 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

Let me conclude by encouraging all Member States to take interest in the Treaty of 

Pelindaba, not only in the denuclearization of Africa, but also pursuing the benefits 

of nuclear science and technology for peaceful purposes – which comes with 

immense potential for development.  

 

It is my hope that these two days will be beneficial to all AU Member States and 

not only States Parties to the Treaty.  

 

The African Union Commission will continue to support the effective functioning of 

the AFCONE.  

 

I thank you for your attention.  


