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Excellencies,  

Distinguished Delegates  

Ladies and Gentlemen 

  

I am pleased to welcome you on behalf of the African Commission on 

nuclear Energy (AFCONE) to the 5th Conference of States parties to the 

African Nuclear Weapon Free Zone Treaty (Treaty of Pelindaba), here in 

Addis Ababa. We are very grateful to the African Union Commission for 

the important support they provided as a host of the conference 

organization.   

I would also like to congratulate the members the Bureau of the 5th 

Conference of States Parties to the Treaty of Pelindaba on their success in 

the recent elections. I am confident that under their guidance and 

leadership, the effective coordination of all activities related to the 

implementation of the Treaty will be ensured.  

  When 47 African countries came together on 11 April 1996 to sign the 

African Nuclear Weapon Free Zone Treaty, the main objectives in their 

minds was to ensure the economic stability and to preserve peace and 

security within the Continent. 

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen  

 

It is a good news that for now, the number of State Parties to the Treaty is 

(44) forty four, with the ratification of the Republic Democratic of Congo 
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 (RDC) on 03 February 2022 of the Pelindaba Treaty and the Kingdom of 

Morocco on 18 April 2022. I would like to seize this occasion to encourage 

all countries which have not yet done so to become parties to the Treaty. 

 

The signature of the Treaty of Pelindaba was an opportunity for the African 

countries to jointly declare their willingness to face the challenges of the 

spread of nuclear weapons across Africa and to benefit from the peaceful 

uses of nuclear energy and technology in favor of building strong 

foundation of their development. 

The holding of this Conference is a special occasion to demonstrate and 

redouble our commitments for making Africa free of nuclear weapons, 

protecting radioactive material and promoting the international cooperation 

in peaceful use of nuclear energy and technology. This why, the Treaty of 

Pelindaba means a lot for Africa and the international community 

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen  

 

The priority theme of the 5th Conference of States parties to the Treaty is 

"ensuring the correct implementation of the treaty of Pelindaba through 

supporting AFCONE to achieve its strategic objectives”. In this point, let 

me note that AFCONE, as a support arm to implement the Treaty of 

Pelindaba has undertaken a number of activities to ensure its effective 

functioning and advance the implementation of the Treaty. 
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Moreover, AFCONE continues building broad partnerships to mobilize all 

forms of resources and strengthening the human capacity in Africa and 

involving actors in the nuclear field to support the peaceful uses of nuclear 

energy and technology, as well as to put a strong foundation for the 

development of African countries.   

Our work on the peaceful use of nuclear science and technology is 

particularly significant in promoting much needed development 

opportunities for the Continent as we aspire to achieve the objectives of the 

AU’s Agenda 2063 and the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals. 

A Report on the implementation of activities will be presented later today 

by the AFCONE Secretariat.  

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, 

 We are meeting at a time when the threat of the use of nuclear weapons is 

not an abstract threat.  Current global developments have highlighted that 

the nuclear threat remains real and a world free of nuclear weapons remains 

all the more urgent. 

 This year, the review Conference of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 

(NPT) and the first Conference of States Parties of the Treaty on the 

Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) will be taking place. 

 These developments present valuable opportunities for African countries to 

highlight the objectives of the Pelindaba Treaty, which enhances regional 
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 peace and security through the prohibition of the possession and stationing 

of nuclear weapons throughout Africa and encourages the peaceful use of 

nuclear science and technology. 

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, 

The AFCONE has adopted a resolution in March 2021 aiming to address its 

challenging situation by requesting formally to the African Union 

Commission to include AFCONE in the AU Reform Process. This request 

should be considered by the States Parties, to urgently satisfy AFCONS’s 

concerns. 

I should also stress that AFCONE is in the process of finalizing the 

recruitment of a Permanent Executive Secretary. This operation started 

since January 24, 2022.   

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen  

 

I appeal to the state parties to fulfill their financial obligations to enable 

AFCONE to achieve successfully the tasks provided for in the Treaty.  

I conclude by sincerely hoping you enjoy the two days of debate and 

networking.  

Thank you for     

-o-o-OOO-o-o-  


