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Strategy & Programme



AFRICA 
17,2%  world 
population



Cancer 2018 Cancer 2020

Cancer Burden in Africa 2020 
Incidence 5,7/100 000
Mortality: 7,2/100 000



Africa male cancer 2020: Incidence and 
mortality Prostate 1st place



AFRICA FEMALE CANCER 2020 
Incidence Breast cancer 1st 

Mortality Cervical cancer 1st



Cervical cancer: the highest incidence in the world
High mortality



Breast cancer in Africa: Late stage diagnosis



Liver cancer: North and West Africa



For male : prostate cancer estimated high incidence
Poor data…



UN Agenda

• United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development has defined Goal 3 of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) with 2 particular 
targets : 

• (1) the reduction in premature mortality from 
NCDs, including cancer, by one-third by 2030

• (2) achieve universal health coverage, including 
financial risk protection, access to quality 
essential healthcare services and access to 
safe, effective, quality and affordable essential 
medicines and vaccines for all



COMMITMENTS

NCCP : WHO developed a policy framework known as the 
National Cancer Control Programme covering primary 
prevention, early detection through to treatment and 
palliative care

IAEA (The International Atomic Energy Agency has established 
a special programme) in collaboration with WHO: IMPACT 
Revue for countries

The GAVI Alliance has included HPV vaccine in its portfolio of 
support to eligible low-resource countries

The United Nations Population Fund is committed to the 
development of health care for the early detection of cervical 
cancer



WHO Strategy & Programmes
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Programmes



WHO COMMITMENTS

• 2014 WHA Resolution 67.19 on improving access to palliative care

• 2017 WHA70.12: the ‘’Cancer Resolution’’

• The WHO Global Strategy on Diet, Physical Activity and Health (DPAS) is a prevention-
based strategy that aims to considerably reduce the prevalence of common risk factors 
for NCDs

• WHO global strategy to reduce harmful use of alcohol



Because Infections is 
responsible for up to 
23% of cancer in many 
developing countries

WHO recommends universal infant immunization by 
incorporating hepatitis B vaccination in national infant 
immunization programs 

Non-vaccination strategies include implementation of safe 
injection and infection control practices in all health care 
settings to reduce both HBV and HCV transmission

2009 WHO recommend the introduction of HPV vaccines as 
part of comprehensive cervical cancer control plans that also 
should include screening for cervical cancer pre-cancer and 
cancer

WHO’s guidance in treatment of HIV: HIV positive populations 
are at increased risk to develop a large variety of cancers



WHO is promoting 
evidence-based 
exposure 
reduction 
strategies to 
reduce 
environmental 
and occupational 
cancer risks

Exposure to carcinogens also occurs via the 
contamination of food by chemicals, such as 
aflatoxins and dioxins

The reduction of the use of biomass and 
coal for heating and cooking at home and 
promotion of the use of clean burning and 
efficient stoves

Guidance in improving ventilation and 
sealing floors to reduce radon levels in 
homes



Six dimensions of quality as defined by WHO 

• (1) Care is effective (evidence-based)

• (2) efficient (maximizes resource use)

• (3) accessible (timely, geographically reasonable where skills are appropriate), 

• (4) acceptable and patient-centred (accounting for patient preferences), 

• (5) equitable (without variation in quality because of any characteristic) and 

• (6) safe

Three key levels should be considered to improve quality: (1) Policy, (2) health service 
provision and (3) community and service users 



TO Reduce the cancer burden Modify and avoid risk factors

Modifying or avoiding 
key risk factors can 

significantly reduce the 
burden of cancer. These 

risk factors include:

tobacco use including 
cigarettes and smokeless 

tobacco

being overweight or 
obese

unhealthy diet with low 
fruit and vegetable 

intake

lack of physical activity alcohol use
sexually transmitted 

HPV-infection

infection by hepatitis or 
other carcinogenic 

infections

ionizing and ultraviolet 
radiation

urban air pollution
indoor smoke from 

household use of solid 
fuels.

Tobacco use 22% of 
cancer-related deaths 

globally



Challenge: Cancer policy
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AFRO EURO World

Countries with an early detection 
programme or guidelines in 2019

Year AFRO EURO World

Early detection 
programme/guidelines

2019 6% of the countries, in Africa 
region, have childhood cancer 
early detection 
programme/guidelines

28% of the countries, in Europe 
region, have childhood cancer 
early detection 
programme/guidelines

20% of the countries, 
worldwide, have 
childhood cancer early 
detection 
programme/guidelines

Referral system 2019 13% of the countries, in Africa 
region, have childhood cancer 
defined referral system

43% of the countries, in Europe 
region, have childhood cancer 
defined referral system

33% of the countries, 
worldwide, have 
childhood cancer 
defined referral system



Challenges: diagnostic
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Challenge: DIAGNOSIS
and TREATMENT
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CHALLENGE: TREATMENT

Radiotherapy centers Radiotherapy machines Brachitherapy machines

NORTH AFRICA 137 233 52

CENTRAL AFRICA 30 54 18

SOUTH AFRICA 67 110 29

WEST AFRICA 17 22 6

TOTAL AFRICA 251 419 105

% Africa/World 3% 2,81% 3,1%

TOTAL WORLD 8229 14885 3320



Challenge: 
Palliative care

• Effective public health strategies, 
comprising of community- and home-based 
care are essential to provide pain relief and 
palliative care for patients and their families 
in low-resource settings

• Improved access to oral morphine is 
mandatory for the treatment of moderate to 
severe cancer pain, suffered by over 80% of 
cancer patients in terminal phase



WHO response

• 2013, WHO launched the Global Action Plan for the Prevention and Control of Noncommunicable Diseases 2013-2020 that aims to reduce, by 25%, 
premature mortality from cancer, cardiovascular diseases, diabetes, and chronic respiratory diseases by 2025.

• Global action plan for the prevention and control of NCDs 2013-2020

• WHO and IARC collaborate with other UN organizations within the UN Interagency Task Force on the Prevention and Control of Noncommunicable 
Diseases and partners to:

• increase political commitment for cancer prevention and control;

• coordinate and conduct research on the causes of human cancer and the mechanisms of carcinogenesis;

• monitor the cancer burden (as part of the work of the Global Initiative on Cancer Registries);

• identify priority strategies for cancer prevention and control;

• generate new knowledge and disseminate existing knowledge to facilitate the delivery of evidence-based approaches to cancer control;

• develop standards and tools to guide the planning and implementation of interventions for prevention, early diagnosis, screening, treatment and 
palliative and survivorship care;

• facilitate broad networks of cancer control partners and experts at global, regional and national levels;

• strengthen health systems at national and local levels to deliver cure and care for cancer patients;

• provide global leadership as well as technical assistance to support governments and their partners build and sustain high-quality cervical cancer 
control programmes; and

• provide technical assistance for rapid, effective transfer of best practice interventions to less-developed countries.

http://www.who.int/entity/nmh/publications/ncd-action-plan/en/index.html



