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Efficient Role of Safe Nuclear Technology in Fighting Cancer: Solutions to Africa’s 
Challenges 

Opening Remarks: WHO AFRO, Wednesday, September 8th, 2021 at 13:00 
 

 

 

• Representatives of the African Missions to the African Union and African 

Union Development Partners,  

• Colleagues from the African Commission on Nuclear Energy -AFCONE 

Partners, 

• Senior Representatives and Experts from Health Ministries  

• Senior Representative and Experts from High Education & Research 

Ministries  

• African National Nuclear Institutions and Nuclear Regulators  

• Representatives from Regional Economic Communities    

• Representatives from sister UN agencies – IAEA, IARC  

• Representatives from AORTIC, UICC, Women in Nuclear- Africa (WiN-A), 

African Young Generation in Nuclear (AYGN). 

• Colleagues from the Academia, Professional and Research Communities 

• Invited Guests 

• Ladies and Gentlemen 
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• On behalf of Dr Matshidiso Moeti, Regional Director of WHO in the African 

region, I am pleased to welcome you all to the Virtual meeting co-

organized by AFCONE, the Africa Union Commission (AUC), AORTIC, the 

IAEA and WHO.   

• Let me begin by expressing appreciation to Messaoud BAALIOUAMER, 

AFCONE Executive Secretary for the great work done coordinating the 

preparation for this meeting. 

• The virtual meeting under the theme “Fighting Cancer in Africa: Efficient 

Role of Safe & Secure Nuclear Technology” aims at assessing the cancer 

Burden in Africa; sharing Information on cancer focused initiatives and 

programmes; sharing Information on National Cancer Control Plans 

developed and the available Infrastructure; and to discuss optimal, 

efficient, sustainable plan in fighting cancer in Africa integrating safe and 

secure nuclear technology applications. 

• Cancer continues to be a growing public health concern in Africa.The 

cancer burden in the African Region is projected to increase from over 

one million new cases in 2018 to over two million cases by 2040. 

According to the IARC 2020 Report, the most frequent cancers in Africa 

are breast, cervical, prostate, liver and colorectum, accounting for 49.6% 

of all new cancer cases in the region.  

• Cancer control is a requisite part of the path towards UHC and a reduction 

in premature mortality by 2030. Safe nuclear technology has been used 

for decades to improve: the diagnosis and management of cancer through 

its applications in radiology, nuclear medicine and radiotherapy, which 

are currently playing a decisive role in the fight against cancer. 

Radiotherapy is a necessary treatment modality that saves lives and can 

be made available to patients at all income levels. Despite having a high 
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burden of cancer, Africa has less than 3% of the world's existing cancer 

treatment facilities.  

• At WHO, we are working with governments and partners to improve the 

availability of medicines and technologies, and to build capacities among 

health workers and communities to prevent cancer and care for patients. 

Governments are integrating cancer interventions into national 

strategies, health benefits packages and social insurance schemes as part 

of efforts to achieve UHC and the SDG target 3.4 on reducing premature 

mortality from noncommunicable diseases.  

• We are seeing progress in several countries. Botswana, Kenya, Mauritius, 

Rwanda and Seychelles have expanded the coverage and range of services 

available for cancer prevention and care in the public sector. The recent 

71st WHO Afro Regional Committee adopted the framework for the 

implementation of the global strategy to accelerate the elimination of 

cervical cancer as a public health problem in the WHO african region.  Its 

implementation will contribute to the global goal of accelerating the 

elimination of cervical cancer as a public health problem by reducing the 

age-adjusted incidence rate of cervical cancer to less than 4 per 100 000 

women. 

• Ladies and gentlemen, Invited guests 

• The COVID pandemic has significantly disrupted the whole continuum of 

care of cancer services. Countries in the region continue to grapple with 

the pandemic leading to reduced uptake of   various interventions 

including HPV vaccination services, HPV testing services and delayed 

treatment for various cancer and reduced patient load in outpatient 

departments to ensure Covid19 prevention guidelines are adhered to. 
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• Building on the gains made so far, we need to accelerate action to prevent 

cancer and ensure people have access to early screening and people-

centred care. I call on governments to continue improving cancer services, 

building capacities, and strengthening surveillance systems to better 

understand cancer burdens and trends.  

• There is need to develop and implement evidence-based protocols for 

cancer management, in children and adults, including palliative care.  

Collaboration by strengthening, where appropriate, regional and 

subregional partnerships and networks in order to create centres of 

excellence for the management of certain cancers is vital. Though the 

challenges in the management of cancer remain enormous, they are not 

insurmountable. Through focused coordinated and integrated approach 

to management of diseases like cancer UHC remains achievable. 

• I look forward to our constructive and impact-oriented work together 

continuing, to protect communities from cancer. 

• Thank you. 


