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Good Afternoon Excellencies,  
 

Her Excellency Amira Elfadil Mohammed Elfadil. AUC Commissioner for Social Affairs  

 

H.E. Sarah Mbi Enow Anyang, AUC Commissioner for Education, Science, Technology and Innovation (ESTI)   

 

Dr Cary Adams, Chief Executive Officer of the Union for International Cancer Control (UICC),  

 

Dr Matshidiso Moeti, Regional Director World Health Organisation (WHO-AFRO) 

  

Ms Najat Mokhtar, IAEA DDG and Head of the Department of Nuclear Sciences and Applications 
 

Distinguished Experts,  

  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

Allow me first to welcome all of you to this Important Meeting on Fighting Cancer in Africa with the 

contribution of all the Involved Stakeholders, in particular the African Union Commission, the 

AORTIC,  the World Health Organisation, the International Atomic Energy Agency and Eminent 

Experts from the 5 Africa Regions.  

 

I would like to thank our invited guests, Her Excellency Amira Elfadil Mohammed Elfadil, AUC 

Commissioner for Social Affairs,  H.E. Sarah Mbi Enow Anyang, AUC Commissioner for Education, 

Science, Technology and Innovation (ESTI), Dr Cary Adams, UICC Chief Executive Officer,                                 

Dr Matshidiso Moeti, Regional Director WHO AFRO and Ms Najat Mokhtar, IAEA DDG and Head 

of the IAEA Department of Nuclear Sciences and Applications for their Kind and Immediate 

Acceptation to Address the Meeting despite their Busy Agenda.  

 

I also forward my Sincere Thanks to All our Estimated Speakers for their Availability to Share with 

Us Today their Daily Efforts Developed in Africa from Different Organisations and National 

Institutions, the Programmes under Implementation, the Successes Achieved and the Challenges faced  

and In Particular their recommendations to the Meeting on How to Convince More Efficiently our 

Decision Makers through, in particular the African Union Organs, in order to Achieve the Expected 

and Required Paradigm Shift in Fighting Cancer in Africa.  

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
As you may know, AFCONE, as the Pelindaba Treaty Body and Considered as the AU “Specialised 

Agency” for Nuclear Matters, is aligning its strategic goals and enablers with those adopted by the 

African Union Commission.   

 

According to the Article 08 related to the Peaceful nuclear activities, to promote individually and 

collectively the use of nuclear science and technology for economic and social development.  

 

To this end the State Parties undertake to establish and strengthen mechanisms for cooperation at the 

bilateral, subregional and regional levels. In addition, the State Parties are encouraged to make use of 

the programme of assistance available in IAEA and, in this connection, to strengthen cooperation under 

the African Regional Cooperation Agreement for Research, Training and Development Related to 

Nuclear Science and Technology (hereinafter referred to as AFRA). 
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Nuclear Science and Technology are therefore issues of special interest to Africa: In this regard, 

African States are implementing, with the strong and continuous support of the IAEA, national and 

regional programmes, on peaceful nuclear applications in Particular in Human Health Field.  

 

Our colleagues from the IAEA and WHO will have the opportunity to develop this cooperation 

programme and describe this support since years to the Continent.  

 

Dr Adams from the UICC has been kindly invited to share with us the International Role played 

efficiently by the Organisation.  

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 
Before leaving the Floor to our Guests, Experts and Professionals, Let me recall briefly the critical 

situation observed on our Continent, Situation Updated and Highlighted by Specialized Organisations 

in Cancer.  

Allow me just to recall the current additional challenge faced due to the COVID-19 pandemic:   

- affecting health care systems globally and resulting in the interruption of usual care in many health care 

facilities, exposing vulnerable patients with cancer to significant risks. Several national and 

international studies evaluated the impact of this pandemic on cancer care,   

- Allocating sometimes the full decision makers priority to the COVID-19 pandemic, including for 

consideration, update of the strategies and actions plans.  

 

Of the total estimated cancer cases and related deaths in 2020, there were more than 1 100 000 new 

cases of cancer and more than 700 000 deaths in Africa.  

The numbers suggest an ever-increasing cancer burden over the next decades, and Africa is expected 

to carry a major cancer burden with Incidence rates of 1.27 million with 0.97 million deaths estimates 

by 2030.  

Most countries in Africa do not have satisfactory infrastructure and facilities for cancer therapy 

requiring surgery, chemotherapy, and radiotherapy. In addition to the lack of equipment for the 

management of cancer, Africa has an acute shortage of cancer experts such as pathologists, surgical 

oncologists, radiation oncologists, medical oncologists, nuclear physicians, and medical physicists.  

Currently, many African countries are planning to build or strengthen their cancer care and control 

programs.  

Radiation oncology plays a major role in the treatment of both early and advanced cancers. 

The Dynamic African Organization for Research and training in Cancer (AORTIC) fosters capacity 

building through education, training and cancer research and cancer care in Africa including 

information on the availability of data on cancer burden, screening and prevention for cancer in Africa, 

cancer care personnel, treatment modalities, and access to cancer care. The AORTIC Representatives 

will kindly develop their programmes and activities in the field.  
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One of the main challenges’ countries face in successfully tackling their cancer burden is the ability to 

formulate realistic and robust cancer control strategies and plans, while considering available 

resources.  

To address the rising cancer burden in Africa, strategic collaborative activities among key stakeholders 

are vital, in particular the African Union Commission, the African Commission on Nuclear Energy 

(AFCONE), the World Health Organization African regional office (WHO AFRO), the International 

Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), AORTIC, International Agency for Research in Cancer (IARC), 

AFRA and the Regional Economic Communities (RECs).   

The AFCONE has the privilege today to Organise this meeting with You Excellencies, Ladies and 

Gentlemen, in order to review the cancer burden in Africa, with the aim of addressing the menace of 

cancer on the continent, in terms of the required facilities and equipment, capacity building and training 

as well as research and innovation.  

Additional actors are missing today due to time constraints. Allow me to mention few of them:  

- the Africa Centre for Diseases Control and Prevention (CDC) which strengthens the capacity 

and capability of Africa’s public health institutions as well as partnerships to detect and respond 

quickly and effectively to disease threats and outbreaks, based on data-driven interventions and 

programmes. The CDC is providing currently excellent services related to COVID-19,  

- the IAEA PACT Division which plays an efficient role in Assisting the Member States through 

imPACT well organised missions. I had the privilege in my previous life, in my capacity as 

NLO for Algeria, to organise and accompany 2 imPACT missions (2011 & 2015) in several 

regions of my country.  

- The International Agency for Research in Cancer (IARC) which is doing a tremendous job in 

the field, including the contribution to the IAEA imPACT missions.  

In fact: The IAEA, WHO and IARC regularly conducts comprehensive evaluations in countries to 

assess the progress made in the fight against cancer.    

 

Despite the previously mentioned current additional challenge faced due to the COVID-19 pandemic,  

the ambitious outcomes expected from this meeting will include conclusions, recommendations  and 

Action Plan Approved by Experts from AU Member States and Regional & International 

Organisations. Our main goal will be as follow:  

 

(a) The Review, Optimization and Adoption of the Programmes & Actions engaged by the 

Stakeholders in “Fighting Cancer in Africa”,  

(b) The Discussion of a Draft Continental Policy framework for Cancer complementing the Africa 

Health Strategy (AHS) 2016-2030,  

(c) The Promotion of research and innovation and capacity in Cancer.  

 
 

In Conclusion Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
AFCONE is committed to develop, in close coordination, in particular, with the IAEA, WHO 

AFRO and the AORTIC further efforts for the Full & Explicit Integration of the Fight against 

Cancer within the AU Health Strategy, despite the current challenge faced with the COVID-19 

Pandemic.  

 

I would like to highlight two upcoming events which could complete and support the outcomes of the 

current meeting:  
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 - The 13th AORTIC International Conference on Cancer in Africa will take place virtually from 

5 to 10 November 2021, bringing together multidisciplinary specialists from the global cancer 

community to reduce the impact of cancer in Africa. 

- The 1st International Conference on Public Health in Africa CPHIA 2021 organised from 14 to 

16 December 2021 

Our  proposal is to consolidate the outcomes of these important meetings and conferences and 

submit them in the appropriate format to the upcoming African Union Specialized Technical 

Committee, the Permanent Representatives Committee, the Executive Council Meeting and  

finally to the 2022 Summit for Consideration and Approval.   

 

We strongly rely on the leadership of all the African Union Countries, in particular the Most Advanced 

Ones In Successfully implementing National Cancer Control Plans through Safe and Secure Nuclear 

Technology. We should  Develop/ Strengthen the Regional Programmes, including by Encouraging as 

much as possible the Technical Cooperation among Developing Countries (TCDC) Modalities 

allowing Sharing of Experience and Best Practices.  

 

I would like to thank again in particular the IAEA, the WHO AFRO, the AORTIC and all the African 

Union Partners including the UICC for their Cooperation and Support in Implementing the African 

Union Agenda in Health and in Particular in Fighting Cancer.   
 

I Thank You for Your Kind Attention and Wish You Fruitful Deliberations. 
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