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What is FNRBA ? 

The Forum of Nuclear Regulatory Bodies 

in Africa (FNRBA) was established in 2009 

and became formally recognized as a 

regional inter-governmental organization 

in September 2019.

FNRBA has:

• A Steering Committee;

• 34 Member States;

• 6 Thematic Working Groups.



FNRBA Member States and Partners

• The 34 FNRBA Member States are: 

Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina 
Faso, Cameroon, Chad, Cote D’Ivoire, 
DR Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon, 
Ghana, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, 
Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Kingdom
of Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, 
Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, 
Seychelles, Sierra Leone, South Africa, 
Sudan, Tanzania, Tunisia, Uganda, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

• FNRBA collaborates with 
regional and international 
partner organizations including: 
The IAEA, USNRC (United States), 
KINS (Korea), the European 
Commission (EC), IRSN (France), 
among others. 

• FNRBA is seeking to formalize its
cooperation with AFCONE 
through conclusion of an MoU



FNRBA: Purpose

The purpose of FNRBA is :

▪ To be instrumental in the enhancement,

strengthening and harmonization of the radiation

protection, nuclear safety and security regulatory

infrastructure and framework among its

members in accordance with IAEA safety

standards and security guidance documents

among African Member States of the Regional

Network; and

▪ To be an effective and efficient regionally and

internationally recognized forum for the

exchange of regulatory experiences and best

practices among the Nuclear Regulatory Bodies.



FNRBA: Objectives

The main objectives of FNRBA are :

• To provide a platform for fostering
regional  cooperation and sharing good practices;

• To provide a forum for the exchange of expertise, 
information and experience;

• To develop proposals and tools for mutual support
and harmonization of regional initiatives and
approaches;

• To provide leverage for the development of
regulatory activities and optimization of resources;
and

• To raise awareness among policy-makers and other
relevant stakeholders on nuclear regulatory issues in
Africa.



FNRBA : Thematic Working Groups

Thematic Working Group 
on Legislative and 

Regulatory Infrastructure  
(TWG 1)

Thematic Working Group 
on Radiation and Waste 

Safety (TWG 2)

Thematic Working Group 
on Nuclear Safety 

Infrastructure (TWG 3)

Thematic Working Group 
on Regulatory 

Infrastructure for 
Emergency  Preparedness 

and Response (TWG 4)

Thematic Working Group 
on Upgrading Safety in 

the Transport of 
Radioactive Material 

(TWG 5)

Thematic Working Group 
on Nuclear Security 

Infrastructure (TWG 6)



Thematic Working Groups

Responsabilities

• Performing activities of the Thematic Working Group in accordance with the scope of the

Thematic Area(s) as defined by the Steering Committee, with the yearly action plan and

the Strategic Action Plan as approved by the Plenary;

• Assessing the challenges in Africa and the needs regarding the Thematic Area(s);

• Proposing relevant activities, including reports and projects that comply with the needs

and implementing activities as approved by the Steering Committee;

• Evaluating the relevance and the compliance of project designs with the identified needs;
and

• Drafting and submitting the activity progress report of the Thematic Working Group at

least twice a year to the Steering Committee or to the Plenary.



Thematic Working Group on Legislative and  
Regulatory Infrastructure (TWG 1)

Role

The TWG 1-LRI aims to foster regional
cooperation through the exchange of
expertise, information and experience as
well as to provide opportunities fordevelopment of resources, mutual  
support and coordination of regional
initiatives in legislative and regulatory  
infrastructure

Main objectives

• Provision of resource centers for training
and knowledge management for
regulators and other end users

• Building of knowledge base for the
development of nuclear regulatory
programs in the African region;

• Identification
collaboration
participation

of potential areas for and
partner and donor in the
enhancement of

regulatory competence.



Thematic Working Group on Radiation  and 
Waste Safety (TWG 2)

Role Main objectives

• Promote the development and
implementation of radiation protection
and waste safety infrastructure in
National Legislations and Regulations
amongst the FNRBA members;

• Promote the alignment of radiation
protection and waste safety
requirements in National Legislation
and Regulations with the IAEA
Requirements.

The aim is to ensure that protection and 
waste radiation safety infrastructure, in 
the different member states, are 
established and implemented.



Thematic Working Group on Nuclear  Safety 
Infrastructure (TWG 3)

Role Main objectives

Share information on safety standards and
regulatory practices in the areas of nuclear
and waste safety and will include the entire
lifecycle of the Nuclear Power Plants and
Research Reactor facilities viz:
• Siting, design, manufacturing of

components and parts, construction,
including hot and cold commissioning,
operation, ageing management,
modification, and decommissioning.

TWG3 is committed to share information
on regulatory standards and practices ith
the aim to:
• Increase knowledge transfer;
• Identify similarities and differences;
• Move towards convergence on

regulatory standards;
• Increase stakeholder understanding of

regulatory practices; and
• Enhance regulatory cooperation.



Thematic Working Group on Infrastructure for 
Emergency Preparedness  and Response (TWG 4)

Role
TWG4-EPR is committed to share information on
regulatory standards and practices in emergency
preparedness and response with the aim to:
• Increase knowledge and skills transfer as well as
building a pool of experienced regulatory staff; 
• Self-assessment, benchmarking, identification of
gaps and correcting deficiencies;
• Development and review of model regulations,
guides, plans and procedures or templates;
• Increase stakeholder awareness and oversight in
understanding of regulatory practices;
• Enhance regulatory networking and cooperation.

Main objectives
Increase knowledge and skills transfer as well 
as building a pool of experienced regulatory 
staff;
• Self-assessment, benchmarking,

identification of gaps and correcting
deficiencies;

• Development and review of model
regulations, guides, plans and procedures
or templates;

• Increase stakeholder awareness and
oversight in understanding of regulatory
practices;

• Enhance regulatory networking and
cooperation.



Thematic Working Group on Upgrading Safety in  
the Transport of Radioactive Material (TWG 5)

Role
.

Main objectives

To ensure that all members of the 
FNRBA use, and have the same 
understanding of, the International 
Atomic Regulations for the Energy 
Agency Safe Transport of Radioactive 
Material (hereafter referred to as the 
Regulations).

Regulatory bodies in TWG-5 are committed to 
share information on regulatory standards and 
practices with the aim to:
• Increase knowledge transfer;
• Identify similarities and differences;
• Move towards convergence on regulatory 

standards;
• Increase stakeholder understanding of 

regulatory practices;
• Assist in developing human resource 

capacity;
• Enhance regulatory co-operation.



Thematic Working Group on Nuclear Security 
Infrastructure (TWG 6)

Role
.

Main objectives

The TWG6 is dealing with strengthening the
nuclear security culture in African MSs, and
enhancing the national regulatory
frameworks for nuclear security by
Supporting States to develop, in close
cooperation with the IAEA, its nuclear
security regulations and relevant guidance
and implement them through, inter alia,
expert missions, training and cooperation
between African MS in the area of nuclear
security, including transport Security

• Identify, by consolidated opinion,
approaches to enhance cooperation and
coordination between the FNRBA MSs and
stakeholders, to support improvement of
nuclear security for radioactive material at
the national and regional levels;

• Serve as a forum for discussion and
exchange of information by various
stakeholders on plans, programmes and
technical solutions for improving the
security of radioactive material.



TWG-6 Achievements

• The TWG-6 has been effective since July 2020;

• ToR have been approved in July 2020 by the Steering committee including
proposal for work program that include the following areas:
▪ Human Resource Development;
▪ Technical assistance through expert missions and/or equipment installation and to 

some extent maintenance;
▪ Cooperation.

• 2021 Action plan has been approved in February 2021.



Conduct of a Survey (1/5)

A short survey on the current status of security of HASS in African States was 
carried out by AMSSNUR by means of a questionnaire with 39 questions. 
This questionnaire is structured around 7 parts which are as follows:
General Status Information
✓ Legislative and Regulatory Framework for HASS
✓ Inventory of High-Level Radioactive Sealed Sources 
✓ Implementation of security measures
✓ Response to security events
✓ Detection
✓ formation
The results of the survey will be shared and discussed during the next FNRBA 
steering committee.



Conduct of a Survey (2/5)

The questionnaire was sent to 34 African States as a 

link to the Forms tool and as a Word and PDF format 

in English and French. Only 14 responses

received.

The purpose of the survey is to identify the areas for 

improvement on the security of HASS that could be 

corrected through future assistance from the IAEA or 

other donors and programmes with a view to

improve the legislative, regulatory and 

operational infrastructures for the security of 

HASS in Africa.



Preliminary results of the survey (3/5)

Legislative and Regulatory Framework for the security of HASS

• 72% African responding States have enacted legislation for

the security of radioactive sources during use, storage and

during transport.

• The other responding States have legislation that is in the

process of being reviewed or approved.

• 85% States have a legislative and regulatory framework that

establishes an authorization process for the security of

radioactive sources during use, storage and during transport.

This process requires a site security plan.

• 93% of States have a legislative and regulatory framework

that requires the establishment of a national registry of

radioactive sources.

• 85% of states have a legislative and regulatory framework

that can establish coercive measures in the event of non-

compliance with the security requirements of the HASS.

72%

28%

States that enacted a law on the security of radioative sources in
use, storage and during transport
States not having enacted laws on security of radioactive sources
in use, storage and during transport



Preliminary results of the survey (4/5)

Regulatory body or competent authorities

• 78% of States have designated a regulatory body(ies) and

assigned roles and responsibilities for the security of

radioactive sources during use, storage and transport.

• Responding States with a regulatory body or competent

authority are authorized to carry out inspections to verify

continued compliance with the HASS security regulations

and the conditions of the authorization and may require

corrective actions or to require compensatory measures if

necessary.

78%

22% States have
designated a
regulatory body

States that have
partially designated
a regulatory body



Preliminary results of the survey(5/5)

Implementation of security measures

78%

22% States have
designated a
regulatory body

States that have
partially designated
a regulatory body

• 36% of responding States responded that operators have

implemented security measures to comply with all applicable

regulations and requirements established by the regulatory body or

competent authority.

• 64% of responding States responded that operators have

implemented partly security measures to comply with all applicable

regulations and requirements established by the regulatory body or

competent authority. These States have confirmed that cooperation

mechanisms have been established to implement security measures

in facilities holding HASS.

• The cooperation projects are as follows:

❑ Cooperation with the U.S. Department of Energy;

❑ Cooperation programmes with IAEA/INSSP;



2021 TWG6 ACTION PLAN 



2021 TWG6 ACTION PLAN 



THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR ATTENTION 


