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At the outset, I would like to express my gratitude and thanks to the Executive Secretariat of 

African Commission on Nuclear Energy (AFCONE) for organizing this webinar on nuclear 

security and for the invitation extended to myself as well as to my two colleagues heads of other 

African Regional Secretariats to attend such an important event. 

I have the honor to intervene on behalf of Regional Secretariat of North Africa and Sahel (NAS), 

which if one of eight regions of the worldwide architecture of the European Union Centers of 

excellence Initiative to mitigate CBRN risks. Being at the proximity of Europe and part of the 

African Union, NAS states parties have a particular responsibility to adopt a comprehensive 

approach to face challenges emerging both from Mediterranean area and from sub-Saharan 

space. Security being one and indivisible, the adherence of all concerned parties in both shores 

is a prerequisite for the success of the collective security effort. 

Ladies and Gentleman,  

Nuclear security caught International community’s particular attention after the spectacular 

9/11 terrorist attacks, which triggered a legitimate fear of dramatic economic and human 

consequences of a similar attack targeting a nuclear facility or a criminal use of nuclear or 

radioactive material. Thus, new legal and practical instruments and measures have been adopted 

by the United Nations main bodies, its specialized agencies as well as by member states in order 

to ensure that all nuclear facilities are capable of facing any tactics, techniques and procedures 

that might be used by terrorist groups.  

The Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material was one of the key instruments 

amended in the aftermath of 9/11 attack. The amendments, adopted in 2005, took into 

consideration the non-state actors risk related to nuclear security and reiterate State 

responsibility in assuring full security of nuclear facilities and materials. Security Council 

surpassed theConvention on the Physical Protection amendment by adopting under Chapter VII 

of the UN Charter the 1540 (2004) resolution aimed at establishing the obligations for all 

member states to develop and enforce appropriate legal and regulatory measures against the 

proliferation of CBRN weapons and their means of delivery, in particular, to prevent the spread 

of weapons of mass destruction to non-state actors.  

The General Assembly moved in tandem with Security Council by adopting in 2005 the 

International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism, considered at that 

time as the first international legal instrument in the area of anti-terrorist activities that was 

specially designed as a “pre-emptive instrument. 

Later on, Obama Administration took one step forward by launching in 2010 Nuclear Security 

Summit (NSS) process, aimed at preventing nuclear terrorism, which gathered 40 countries. 

Although the process has been suspended since 2016, yet the four summits outcomes 



contributed enormously to raise awareness at the highest level about this critical issue and 

helped strengthen the nuclear security measures. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Beyond the tremendous benefits of the inalienable right to peaceful use of nuclear energy for 

sustainable development, which should not be undermined under any circumstances or by 

whatever restrictions,the other side of the coin is States responsibility arising out of such right. 

Indeed, high precautious measures have to be taken to ensure the nuclear material security, due 

to the hazardous implications of any criminal use of such material. Besides, nowadays cyber 

security aspect in managing nuclear facilities became a very delicate aspect of security that 

should also be tackled utterly, taking into account both the limited resources as well as relevant 

expertise in developing countries.    

Trafficking of nuclear and radioactive material is one of the areas that need a close monitoring, 

given their dangerousness and their potential dual use. Indeed, transnational illicit trafficking 

of such material poses a serious threat since it usually involves several parties, including non-

state actors. International and regional cooperation is crucial to tackle this common threat and 

should be improved in order to prevent, deter and eventually crack down on these illicit 

trafficking. In this regard, I commend the work done in this respect by the International Atomic 

Energy Agency (IAEA),through its nuclear security division. 

Furthermore, ensuring a correct and a comprehensive implementation of international 

instruments and rules is vital for all actors, mainly States and regional organizations. In that 

respect and for many reasons, Africa requires a particular attention from international partners 

as how to improve the level of implementation aspects in terms of education, training and 

particularly sophisticated equipment related to nuclear security.  

It is worth noting that member states of NAS region are parties to all international and regional 

instruments related to non-proliferation1 of WMD, as well as to the International Convention 

on theSuppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism. Such a positive aspect might hide a less 

positive one which is the level of implementation of all measures required by these instruments 

and their translation into domestic legislations.  

On the other hand, almost all NAS countries have submitted reports2 to 1540 Security Council 

Committee in which they detailed measures taken to implement this important resolution, in 

order to secure CBRN substances and curb threats posed by illicit trafficking of such 

substances. Such reports are of critical importance because they highlight, inter alia,national 

needs to strengthen legal and technical capacities to meet CBRN illicit trafficking challenges.  

Furthermore and as States member to Pelindaba treaty which created a nuclear free zone in 

Africa, and established the African Commission on Nuclear Energy, each African State party 

has to maintain the highest standards of security and effective physical protection of nuclear 

materials, facilities and equipment to prevent theft or unauthorized use and handling. In 

 
1The Nonproliferation Treaty, the Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material, its Amendment and the Code 

of Conduct on the Safety and Security of Radioactive Sources, inter alia.  
2Algeria 4 reports; Burkina Faso 2 reports; Libya 3 reports; Niger 2 reports; Tunisia 2 reports. 

 



addition, States parties shall submit an annual report to the Commission on its nuclear activities 

as well as other matters relating to the Treaty. Under the auspices of AFCONE,some actions of 

cooperation have been launched with the assistance of IAEA,mainly its Nuclear security 

division, in order to better apply security measures provided for by relevant international 

instruments andby Agency guidelines. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Through the CBRN risk mitigation Centers ofExcellence Initiative, funded by the European 

Union and jointly implemented by UNICRI, North Africa and Sahel region member states are 

closely engaged with the view of raising awareness and reinforce capacities to tackle risks of 

illicit trafficking of all CBRN substances. In furtherance of close and productive collaboration, 

concrete projects of cooperation are launched under the umbrella of thisEU Initiative since its 

inception in our region in 2016. Such an Initiative is considered as a welcomed step for all, 

thanks to its distinctive “country-driven” approach and considering that no country and no 

region can advance and play safe in isolation. 

Allow me to mention one of the ongoing pertinent Initiative projects, which is the Project 55 

entitled "Strengthening capacities for border detection and management of CBRN substances", 

launched in 2018 with the aim of developing capacity building in North African and Sahel 

region for a better CBRN border security. The Project is implemented in seven partner 

countries, namely Algeria, Burkina Faso, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Niger and Tunisia. 

As a perfect illustration of the strengthening of regional cooperation in CBRN risk mitigation, 

the Project 55 is aligned with the goals of the Centers of Excellence. In the long term, the 

objective of the Project is to strengthen capacities related to CBRN security at borders in 

accordance with international Conventions and to lastingly improve the security and safety 

conditions related to the control of CBRN substances. Beyond regional cooperation, the Project 

focuses on the coherence of the actions undertaken by partner countries, often sharing more 

than one common border. 

The objectives of the projects are: 

Harmonizing the national legal arsenal: it is essential to support the efforts of partner countries 

in strengthening and harmonizing the national legal arsenal relating to border security in 

accordance with international instruments to mitigate CBRN risks, taking into account the low 

level of domestication of these instruments in many African countries. 

• Raising awareness of CBRN risks and strengthening the capacities of actors relating to the 

mitigation of CBRN risks at borders by organizing training of trainers according to the specific 

needs of the partner countries. 

• Strengthening the inter-service synergy is a fundamental element of the project. It is the inter-

service synergy (customs, police, gendarmerie and fire brigade) that covers the chain of 

command in a context of detection of CBRN substances on import or export, but also responds 

to chronic or accidental events related to border controls. Land, air and sea border controls 

(depending on the needs expressed by each partner country) are the subject of multiple training 

courses within the project 



• Training courses focus in particular on the detection and identification of fraudulent entries of 

chemical, biological and radiological products, the control of documents relating to CBRN 

materials, as well as the detection of CBRN substances and sampling through the customs 

services, the scientific police, and all other relevant national institutions. A joint training 

seminar in Slovakia implemented by the International Security and Emergency Management 

Institute (ISEMi) is offered to partner countries at the end of the implementation of the project. 

So far and due to the impact of Covid-19, only the first part of the project 55 that is harmonizing 

the legal framework has been accomplished. Although a comprehensive assessment of project 

55 is yet to come, it should be noted that, despite their importance for detection of any illicit 

trafficking, nuclear and radiological sophisticated equipment needs don’t match all NAS states 

expectations, given the budgetary constraints of the EU Initiative.  

While appreciating the EU contribution to secure cross borders flow of goods through Project 

55, NAS member states call for the involvement of other international institutions, mechanisms 

and stakeholders in this segment. For if we want to ensure a comprehensive border security and 

a total ownership of the projects by NAS region countries, a robust technical as well as financial 

contribution is definitely needed while taking into account existing level of economic disparities 

between NAS region states.   

In this regard, and drawing on the experience ithas got while implementing EU CBRN Initiative 

as well as in directing CONTACT3 project in the middle-East, a substantial contribution of 

UNICRI in combatting nuclear illicit trafficking would be appreciated,  since it goes along with 

its 2019-2022 Strategic Program Framework. Such an involvement at the African level would 

increase the effectiveness of international human and material capacity-building efforts as well 

asthe building of stable and sustainable national structures for mitigating radiological and 

nuclear risks. 

Moreover and as enshrined in Chapter VIII of the United Nations Charter, concerning the role 

of regional arrangementsin the maintenance of international peace and security, the 

involvementofAfrican Union bodies, mainly AFCONE, CAERT and AFRIPOL is highly 

recommended in all efforts to strengthen nuclear security and fight illicit trafficking. Indeed, 

African institution’s field experience and expertise, especially on human factor aspect, would 

certainly be of a valuable input to better manage any cooperation process on nuclear security. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As far as Algeria is concerned, it is worth recalling that it suffered from nuclear tests during the 

early 1960’s of the last century and it is still struggling to get rid of its waste and to secure 

affected zones in the Sahara. As such, Algeria was among the first advocates of creating a 

nuclear free zone in Africa and is a forefront supporter of international efforts for the 

abolishment of nuclear weapons.  

While being a State party to all WMD non-proliferation instruments, Algeria is a major 

supporter of the right to peaceful use of nuclear energy. With the view to promote the use of 

this energy at a large scale, Algeria adopted two years ago a comprehensive law aiming to 

 
3Enhancing capacities to prevent the trafficking of radiological and nuclear (RN) material 

 



regulate activities linked to research, production and peaceful use of nuclear energy. The new 

law took on board all safety and security requirements, and provides for heavy criminal 

penalties in case of theft or concealment of nuclear materials.    

Algeria is participating in the implementation of IAEA nuclear security program as part of 

various plans adopted under its guidance. My country has also subscribed to nuclear security 

fundamentals by initiating an Integrated Nuclear Security Support Plan in collaboration with 

the IAEA. For this purpose, a nuclear security committee was put in place in order to define the 

architecture of national nuclear security as well as the mechanisms of inter-institutional 

coordination provided for in this regard.  

Furthermore and given the importance attached to human resources, Algeria set up in 2012 a 

training Center and support for nuclear security so as to enhance national capacities in nuclear 

security and make it possible to respond to all challenges in this field. The main tasks assigned 

to the Center are, inter alia: 

- Providing training of personnel responsible for public security, border control, customs 

control, civil protection, and the protection of nuclear facilities.  

- Providing specialized training in the fields of nuclear forensics, prevention against 

nuclear and radiological terrorism, and the fight against illicit trafficking in nuclear and 

other radioactive materials.  

- Contributing to the analysis of the nuclear and radiological threat for a reinforced 

preventive policy against acts of nuclear and radiological terrorism, and any malicious 

act targeting nuclear or other radioactive materials 

The Center that has a regional coverage is capable of playing a major role in assisting Arab and 

French speaking African countries in all nuclear security matters.  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Before concluding, I would like to underscore 2 points: 

1. EU CBRN Initiative architecture in Africa should - in our view - evolve to encompass 

all cooperation actions involving relevant international and regional organizations, like 

UNICRI, IAEA, OPCW, etc. This will certainly create synergy effect of cooperation 

towards securing all CBRN materials and facilities. 

 

2. The importance of providing similar treatment to nuclear safety aspects, which is as 

important as nuclear security, when it comes to peaceful use of nuclear energy for 

developing countries. Undeniably, both aspects should be strengthened and need 

significant attention from specialized international institutions as well as from major 

contributors.  

 

Lastly, I reiterate my thanks to the organizers for the invitation and look forward to having 

fruitful discussions and concrete outcomes for the benefit of Africa in general and North Africa 

and Sahel region in particular.  

I thank you. 


