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Excellencies,  

 

It is a great honour to join this distinguished group today, on behalf of the International 

Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN), to celebrate the 12th Anniversary of the entry 

into force of the African Nuclear Weapon Free Zone Treaty –the Treaty of Pelindaba.  

 

For decades, African states have led on issues of nuclear disarmament. Ever since the 

Declaration on the Denuclearization of Africa in 1964, African states have repeatedly challenged 

the narrative advanced by nuclear-armed states and called for a world free of nuclear weapons. 

The Treaty of Pelindaba, a pillar of the African Peace and Security Architecture, is testimony to 

this leadership. 

Twelve years ago today, the entry into force of the Pelindaba Treaty made Africa a nuclear-

weapons-free continent. In doing so, the Treaty of Pelindaba joined other Nuclear Weapons 

Free Zone treaties and effectively made the entire southern hemisphere a nuclear weapon free 

zone.  

 

The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons ( the TPNW) -  entered into force in January 

this year - builds on the Pelindaba Treaty and other Nuclear Weapons Free Zones treaties. The 

TPNW complements and reinforces earlier treaties, including the NPT and the CTBT, and helps 

transform the regional norms enshrined in Nuclear Weapon Free Zone treaties into global 

norms. Given the obligations of the Pelindaba treaty, African States already comply with all of 

the prohibitions under the TPNW, and therefore the TPNW does not impose additional 

prohibitions on Pelindaba states. 

 

In light of this synergy between the TPNW and the Treaty of Pelindaba, it is no surprise that 

African states played a leading role in the negotiation, adoption and promotion of the TPNW. In 

2017, 42 African states voted in favour of the treaty’s adoption and since then, 29 African states 

have signed it and 9 states have ratified the treaty.  

 

On behalf of ICAN, I would like to thank and congratulate those 9 African states that are 

already states parties to this new treaty  - The Gambia, South Africa, Namibia, Lesotho, 



 

Botswana, Nigeria, Benin, Comoros and Seychelles - and to congratulate all states that 

contributed to its creation, its adoption, its entry into force and now towards its universalization.  

 

I also wish to thank the African Union and AFCONE for their support and collaboration over a 

number of years, including through issuing “calls to all AU member states to develop every 

effort to build on this dynamic move towards regional and global peace and security, through 

the signature and ratification of the Pelindaba Treaty and the TNPW.”  

 

ICAN echoes this call for all African states who have not yet joined both the TPNW and the 

Treaty of Pelindaba to do so.  

 

Indeed, given the complementarity between the Treaty of Pelindaba and the TPNW, progress in 

implementing one supports implementation of the other. They together strengthen the global 

norm against the use and possession of nuclear weapons by any state and make an important 

contribution to these weapons elimination.  

 

Each state that joins the Pelindaba Treaty reinforces the global norms against nuclear weapons 

- just as any state that joins the TPNW reinforces the Treaty of Pelindaba, other NWFZ treaties, 

and related disarmament instruments.  

 

Each state that joins these treaties entrenches their norms and makes it effective in achieving 

their goals. 

 

Each state that joins these treaties strengthens the global taboo against the use and possession 

of nuclear weapons, rejecting the notion that these weapons are acceptable for some and not 

for others.  

 

Each state that joins these treaties makes it more difficult for arms companies to acquire funds 

to build and maintain illegal weapons. Many major banks and other financial institutions have 

already begun divesting from nuclear weapon producers to comply with the new international 

law now imposed by the TPNW. 

 

Each state that joins these treaties seizes control of the destiny of its people before it is taken 

from them due to geopolitical events that they had no part in. Because indeed, although Africa 

is a nuclear weapons free continent, it is not free of the risks that nuclear weapons pose if they 

were to be used anywhere. No state or region is immune to their catastrophic humanitarian 

consequences that would be seen around the world. 

By ratifying these treaties, African nations take agency of their own destiny and join with other 

states on the right side of history, and the right side of reason and humanity. 



 

Two important gatherings will take place in the coming months - the Conference of States 

Parties to Pelindaba, as well as the first Meeting of States Parties to the TPNW.  These 

occasions offer a unique opportunity to grow African membership of the Pelindaba Treaty, and 

of the TPNW. It would be most fitting that these countries that haven’t yet joined these treaties 

do so, ahead of these important events.  

The first Meeting of States Parties to the TPNW is scheduled to be convened by the United 

Nations Secretary-General from January 12 to 14, 2022. This means that, in order for a state 

that has not yet joined the TPNW to participate in the first Meeting of States Parties as a state 

party, that state needs to deposit its instrument of accession or ratification with the United 

Nations by or before 14 October 2021. 

 

African states have collectively taken a firm, principled position against nuclear weapons and 

together declared — with conviction and clarity — that these horrific weapons are unacceptable 

and illegal, and they must be totally abolished before they are ever used again. It is a stance in 

which all Africans can take pride. And all citizens of the world can be grateful for this African 

leadership, courage and vision that lay the foundations for a better tomorrow. Thank you.  


