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Program Director, Excellencies, Honourable Participants to the today’s event, 
Thank you for the kind invitation to participate in this very timely, relevant, useful and 

important online event. 
Last year we jointly celebrated the 75th Anniversary of the UN. Last quarter we also 

solemnly celebrated online the 25th Anniversary of the opening for signature of the Pelindaba 
Treaty. This September we will also celebrate the 15th Anniversary of the opening for 
signature of the Semipalatinsk Treaty, which established  the Central Asian NWFZ. 

And now, on behalf of the States Parties to the Central Asian NWFZ and my own 
country, the Republic of Kazakhstan, let me congratulate all the African countries, AU and 
AFCONE most warmly on the significant 12th jubilee of the Pelindaba Treaty’s entry into 
force. This is indeed very critical instrument to build together NWF-World. It is very 
promising that the Article 8 of the Pelindaba Treaty envisages way forward with promoting 
and developing peaceful use of nuclear energy according to it. It is in common interests not 
only for African countries, but all their international partners as well. I would like to commend 
personal efforts of Executive Secretary, Chairperson and Vice Chairperson of the AFCONE, 
and express sincere gratitude for the excellent arrangement of today’s event.  

We also applaud UNODA, NPT, IAEA, CTBTO, the other sister organizations and 
their leadership, as well as NGOs, in particular ICAN, for their enormous efforts towards 
promotion of universal values and implementing all the UN pillars. 

Excellencies,  
As for my evaluation of the situation in 2021 through the prism of delay in 

implementing several actions due to Covid-19 pandemic, I would like to underscore the 
following.  Kazakhstan believes that in this undesirable and distressing circumstances, when 
we are facing new threats and even postponed our jubilee 10th NPT Review Conference to 
August 2021, and also postponed some other important events and actions, it is time to unity 
and convergence of our efforts. It is also time to put an end to military block thinking and 
adapt the disarmament process to new realities by utilizing appropriate confidence-building 
measures. As the UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has mentioned in his Red Alert for 
the World, I quote: Global anxieties about nuclear weapons are the highest since the Cold 
War…I call for unity. I truly believe we can make our world more safe and secure. I 
urge leaders everywhere: narrow the gaps, bridge the divides, and rebuild trust. End 
quote. We therefore propose to define acute and pressing priorities and goals (because a Goal 
is a Dream with a deadline). So, we need to put forward feasible and realistic short-term and 
mid-term roadmaps, utilize innovative approaches & effective mechanisms, and redouble the 
international community’s efforts by consolidating the potential of nuclear-weapon-free 
zones in nuclear disarmament, non-proliferation, nuclear safety and security, as well as 
nuclear science and technology. 

That being said, we call for collective efforts, synergy of global and regional 
cooperation, rebuilding trust and restoring credibility,  awareness raising and involving all the 
stakeholders, and no one should be left behind. And above all, we shall start from discussing 
with the nuclear weapons states some uneasy issues, which remain unresolved. But we shall 
also scrutinize the ways to contribute to the establishment of new nuclear-weapon-free zones, 
in particular in the Middle East, which is one of the most urgent areas, needing to be addressed 
at the global level. 

 
 
 



Honourable Participants, 
We express our gratitude to the participants of today’s webinar and especially our hosts, 

AFCONE, for evaluating highly the initiative of H.E. Mr. Nursultan Nazarbayev, First 
President of Kazakhstan and Leader of the Nation, to establish dialogue among nuclear-
weapon-free zones (NWFZs), as well as praising the role and efforts of my country in its 
promoting. Hence, Kazakhstan will continue to make its important contribution to the nuclear 
disarmament, non-proliferation of WMD, nuclear safety and security, and gradually building 
a world free of nuclear weapons.  

This August we celebrate the 30th Anniversary of the closing the Semipalatinsk Nuclear 
Test Site and would be happy to see the participants of today’s event in Nur-Sultan for 
celebration of this jubilee and observance of the International Day against nuclear tests, 
irrespective, be it organized offline or online, dependant to the pandemic situation. It is worthy 
to remind that in 1991, on 29 August, the First President of Kazakhstan made a historic 
decision, closing by His Excellency’s decree the world’s second largest Semipalatinsk 
Nuclear Test Site. Other countries followed Kazakhstan progressive lead and eventually 
ceased the conduct of nuclear tests globally, and paved the way for the adoption of the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) in 1996. Because of the enormous efforts exerted 
by the Leader of our Nation, Kazakhstan has rapidly gone from being a possessor of the fourth 
largest nuclear arsenal in the world to the state, being widely recognized as one of the leading 
countries in the field of nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation. Under His Excellency’s 
leadership, from the day of Independence, which 30th Anniversary we celebrate throughout 
this year, Kazakhstan has strived tirelessly to achieve the goal of a nuclear-free world and 
thereby turning it into the main task of humanity in the 21st century. Guided by the noble 
aspiration of achievement a nuclear-free future by 2045, the UN Centenary, Kazakhstani 
leadership initiated the adoption in 2015 by the UN General Assembly the Universal 
Declaration on the Achievement of a Nuclear-Weapon-Free World. 

Distinguished delegates,  
As for my second point, interregional cooperation, I would like to inform that the 

Central Asian and African parties worked out in close partnership the draft Memorandum of 
Understanding between the African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone (AfNWFZ) and the 
Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone in Central Asia (CANWFZ). This document will be concluded 
in the foreseeable future. It was already approved by all the African parties to the date and 
nowadays is undergoing final procedures on Central Asian side. I would like to mention the 
huge efforts of Honourable Executive Secretary Baaliouamer to conclude this historical 
document at the soonest convenience. 

In partnership with AfCONE and other important stakeholders, we also arranged last 
year an international online seminar on the theme, “BENEFITS FROM INTERREGIONAL 
DIALOGUE ON NUCLEAR GOVERNANCE: AFRICA AND CENTRAL ASIA”. It was 
as a logical practical continuation of the International Seminar of NWFZs held in Nur-Sultan 
on 28 August 2019 on strengthening cooperation among these zones. In the future, such 
international fora should become regular and need to be conducted on annual basis.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
The historic and important moment to sign agreements between our zones has come. In 

this vein, along with Kazakhstani leadership for its initiative seeking to establish dialogue 
among nuclear-weapons-free zones (NWFZs), we are thankful also to the UN Office of 
Disarmament Affairs (UNODA), which facilitates this Inter-regional co-ordination. At the 
meeting in August 2019, we discussed further disarmament and non-proliferation from that 
angle and beyond. 

We are going to organize task forces underpinned by the MoUs, calling for all the 
nuclear weapons free zones to strengthen their coordination. This is an opportunity for us to 
really show our will and our decisiveness to implement the conclusions of the 2019 Nur-



Sultan Seminar. We do not see any further impact in deciding our activities in separate nuclear 
weapons free zones. This is in fact among the main objectives of the 4th Conference of the 
NWFZs, planned last April 2020 and postponed because of COVID-19. 

Excellencies, Distinguished delegates,  
Enhanced cooperation should continue to consolidate the efforts of all the states that are 

parties to the Nuclear-Weapons-Free Zones Treaties of Pelindaba (Africa); Semipalatinsk 
(Central Asia); Bangkok (Southeast Asia); Rarotonga (South Pacific); as well as Tlatelolco 
(Latin America). 

Yet, there are many humanitarian uses of nuclear science that can unite rather than 
divide the world. Especially in this difficult time of the COVID-19 pandemic, we need to 
utilize more nuclear science and technology to overcome collectively even such new 
challenges and threats. 

We are inviting the other NWFZs to integrate into the fruitful cooperation, the safe and 
secure peaceful uses of nuclear energy and strengthening education & training, and also 
Research & Development programmes in nuclear science and technology.  

Kazakhstan has been hosting the IAEA Low Enrichment Uranium (LEU) Bank since 
2017. This is one of good examples to be utilized within cooperation between the NWFZs. 

I thank you very much. 


