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Mr Baaliouamer, ladies and gentlemen, warmest greetings from Vienna! 

I’m very pleased to once again be invited to speak at an AFCONE event.  

Over three weeks ago, I addressed your group on the environmental framework in Africa for the 

safe management of radioactive wastes and today’s webinar focuses on nuclear security, another 

core area of interest for the IAEA and the Department of Nuclear Safety and Security. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

• The Safety Standards published by the Agency provide the fundamental principles, 

requirements and recommendations to ensure nuclear safety. Equally critical is the Nuclear 

Security Series, which provides comprehensive guidance for enhancing a national nuclear 

security regime. We are pleased to have 13 representatives from African countries on the 

Nuclear Security Guidance Committee, that supports the development of these publications 

• Nuclear security is recognized as an important issue worldwide. Our mission is aimed at 

supporting Member States in establishing and enhancing their nuclear security regimes.  

The responsibility for nuclear security within a State rests entirely with that State but the 

IAEA provides, upon request, steadfast assistance in this area. 

• I recognize AFCONE’s efforts to engage with the IAEA and other international bodies to 

assess the current situation in Africa and to identify the gaps and challenges faced by 

African countries. I also note the work done to promote regional coordination in the 

implementation of capacity building programmes, which in turn, contributes to sustainable 

nuclear security regimes at the national and regional levels. 

• Please be assured that the IAEA stands ready to support Member States in Africa in these 

efforts, including assistance in the adherence to, and implementation of, relevant legal 

instruments such as the Convention on Physical Protection of Nuclear Material (the 

CPPNM) and its Amendment.   

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Last month, we commemorated the 5th Anniversary of the entry into force of the Amendment to 

the CPPNM.  
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• On this occasion, IAEA Director General Grossi recognized the critical role of the CPPNM 

and its Amendment in ensuring that nuclear material used for peaceful purposes doesn’t 

get into the hands of those who may wish to misuse it. DG Grossi encouraged its universal 

adherence.  

• While 27 Member States in Africa are Parties to the original Convention and its 

Amendment, there still remains 42 Member States who are yet to ratify the Amendment 

and a further 27 who have not ratified either the CPPNM or the Amendment.   

• Please allow me to reiterate DG Grossi’s encouragement for its universalization to all 

Member States present today, and to look ahead to the A/CPPNM Review Conference 

taking place next year.  

Ladies and gentlemen,  

Over the years, the IAEA has and continues to actively support Member States in Africa and 

around the world to build, sustain and strengthen their national nuclear security regimes.  

The International Physical Protection Advisory Service (IPPAS) has been conducting missions 

worldwide since 1996.  

• The first IPPAS mission in Africa took place in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 

in 2000, five missions have been conducted in four countries in the region since, including 

the most recent mission which took place in Niger last month. I would also like to draw 

attention to the two planned IPPAS missions in Burkina Faso and Senegal later this year.  

• By hosting an IPPAS mission, States demonstrate their strong commitment to nuclear 

security and continued efforts to strengthen their national regimes – I encourage all 

Member States to take this opportunity.  

I would also like to mention briefly another service provided by the Agency in the area of Nuclear 

Security, the Integrated Nuclear Security Support Plan (INSSP). This is a useful service in the 

sense that it facilitates the identification of priority actions to be taken to improve a nuclear security 

regime. My colleague, Ms. Elena Buglova, Director of the IAEA Division of Nuclear Security, 

will be presenting this topic more in detail during the next session of today’s webinar. 
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Ladies and gentlemen,  

African Member States are also regularly engaging with the IAEA on nuclear security through 

capacity building and education and training programmes, including through: 

• the 48 African universities that are members of the International Nuclear Security 

Education Network (INSEN); and, 

• the Nuclear Security Training and Support Centres (NSSCs) in the region. There are 

currently six operational NSSCs in Africa with a further eight in the planning phase.  

I would like to take the opportunity of this webinar to mention another important Agency initiative 

with the development of the Nuclear Security Training and Demonstration Centre at the IAEA 

Seibersdorf Laboratories This project will offer much needed additional capacity for the Agency 

to provide nuclear security training for Member States and meet the high demand for assistance.  

This Centre will support capacity building in all regions, including Africa. 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

The IAEA has also been working closely with AFCONE through an ongoing Practical 

Arrangement to promote the safe and secure use of nuclear science and technology in the areas of 

human health, food and agriculture, water and environment, nuclear energy waste management 

and industrial applications through regional groups, including  through AFRA and FNRBA. 

To conclude: 

• I would like to thank our counterparts in the African region for their continued support. 

• I look forward to the outcomes of the discussion and the way forward to further strengthen 

nuclear security in your region.  

• I wish you all a successful webinar.  

Thank you. 

 


