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AFCONE-AUC-IAEA-EU 

One Day Webinar 

Virtual meeting - 24 June 2021 

Speech of Mr. Leif Villadsen, UNICRI Deputy Director 

 

Audience: 

African Missions to the African Union, Government Representatives, African 

Institutions and Organizations, African National Nuclear Institutions, African 

Nuclear Regulators, National Focal Points for INSSPs, African Union Development 

Partners, AFCONE Partners, Professional and Research Communities, Academia, 

Women in Nuclear- Africa (WiN-A), African Young Generation in Nuclear (AYGN). 

 

Goal of the Meeting: 

- To present and discuss the contribution of all the stakeholders in the 

implementation in Africa of the International Nuclear Security Plan adopted by the 

IAEA Member States, 

- To strengthen the regional coordinated efforts to achieve effective nuclear 

security, including by developing capacity building, including education and 

training,  

- To assist in adherence to, and implementation of, relevant international legal 

instruments, and in strengthening the regional cooperation and coordination of 

assistance. 

 

Goal of the Speech: 

Express support to the African Commission on Nuclear Energy (AFCONE) for the 

efforts made to coordinate activities on Nuclear Security. Promote UNICRI’s role in 

the CBRN Centres of excellence and other activities of nuclear security. Commit to 

enhanced future cooperation- 
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Excellencies, Governmental representatives, colleagues from the African Union, 

European Commission, the IAEA, UNREC and other partners, ladies and gentlemen, 

 

I would like to thank the African Commission on Nuclear Energy (AFCONE) for their 

kind invitation to UNICRI to attend this important event, and for the great efforts 

made to organize the meeting and coordinate Nuclear Security activities in Africa. I 

am truly honoured to be with you here today.  

 

Please allow me as an introduction to say a few words about UNICRI. As mentioned, 

my name is Leif Villadsen, and I am the Deputy Director of United Nations 

Interregional and Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI). As you may be 

aware, since its establishment in 1968, UNICRI has within the UN-system taken the 

lead in conducting research, training, policy support and field activities to support 

the international community in crime prevention, criminal justice, security and 

counter terrorism. 

 

UNICRI’s action-oriented reseach combined with our training and capacity-building 

have served as a worldwide centre for excellence on issues of security and justice, 

and have actively contributed to the establishment of sound and sustainable 

mechanisms of transferring the internal expertise of the Institute.  

 

Focusing on specialized niches and selected fields of crime prevention, justice, 

security governance, and risks and benefits of advances in technologies and artificial 

intelligence, UNICRI has continued to expand its partnership and network with 

international and regional organizations, governmental and non-governmental 

bodies, the private sector, civil society organizations and academic institutions  to 

achieve the goal of a more secure and safer world.  
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As a strategic priority, UNICRI has increased its focus on programmes and initiatives 

to prevent organized crime and terrorism, and to mitigate risks to improve security 

at major events, protect crowded spaces and vulnerable target, ensure tourism 

security, improve community resilience to terrorism attack and threats, improve 

cyber security and promote the safety and security aspects of biotechnology.   

 

All issues that require new thinking, strong expertise and innovative responses. I am 

therefore proud to say that UNICRI has been tasked within the UN system to play a 

crucial role in organizing and coordinating efforts to identify cutting edge ideas and 

up-to-date action to address those security challenges.  

 

One of our flagship programmes is of course our programme to mitigate risks 

related to chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear (CBRN) material.  

 

More than half of the 55 Member States of the African Union are Partner Countries 

of the CBRN Centres of Excellence, funded by the European Union and implemented 

with the support of UNICRI. Out of the 62 partner countries of the initiative, 28 are 

countries on the African continent, with whom we have established fruitful 

cooperation in the field of Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear risk 

mitigation.  

 

CBRN risks know no boundaries, which makes international cooperation critical. 

COVID-19 has reminded us of this fact in the sphere of biological risks in a 

devastating way. Similarly, the tragic explosion in Lebanon in August 2020, brought 

chemical risks to the global forefront. We can easily imagine the destructive effects 

of nuclear security issues, such as the illicit trafficking of radiological and nuclear 

materials.  
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The EU CBRN Centres of Excellence are designed to facilitate international 

cooperation and identify and address needs of Partner Countries. The structure is a 

decentralized network that is agile and easily adaptable to different challenges. 

Participation is on a voluntary basis and this means that the Partner Countries are 

the owners of the initiative. The initiative relies on a country-driven approach, 

which ensures that resources are allocated according to the needs identified by 

Partner Countries.   

 

One of the nuclear security needs that Partner Countries identified through this 

process is that more investment needs to be made on intelligence cooperation. 

Although countries received considerable support to enhance nuclear detection 

systems through the deployment and installation of radiation detection equipment 

and related training, less attention was paid to the “human factor” in the detection 

of nuclear trafficking.  

 

This means obtaining the right information about possible criminal activities and 

acting upon them. Indeed, evidence indicates that the vast majority of successful 

seizures of radioactive material was a result of soundly planned and executed 

intelligence operations. 

 

In 2019, UNICRI, with support of the governments of Canada, Norway, the United 

Kingdom and the United States, launched the CONTACT initiative. CONTACT seeks to 

enhance capacities of state security, law enforcement and other agencies in carrying 

out intelligence operations aimed at preventing attempts of trafficking of 

radiological and nuclear material. 
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Throughout the past two and a half years, the CONTACT initiative has supported 

selected countries in the Middle East, Black Sea and Southeast Asia regions through 

train-the-trainers programmes, support to national training sessions, in-depth 

assessment of the countries’ counter nuclear trafficking systems and regional 

workshops and exercise to foster regional cooperation and exchange of information 

related to nuclear security investigations. 

 
This is an excellent example of how the EU CBRN Centres of Excellence, through its 

ongoing dialogue with Partner Countries and tools available for countries to identify 

needs and develop National Action Plans, create fertile ground for further 

cooperation with international stakeholders to address Countries’ needs. 

 

Nathalie Pauwels from the EU Foreign Policy Instrument will speak more in details 

about the CBRN Centres of Excellence.  

 

In conclusion, I would like to reiterate UNICRIs commitment to work together and 

our Regional Coordinators, who are based in Algeria, Kenya and Morocco, stand 

ready to facilitate further cooperation in Africa. With the support of the European 

Commission, they have done amazing work together with the Heads of Secretariats, 

who will present later today on the activities and priorities in the regions.  

 

I thank you all, on behalf of UNICRI, and I firmly believe that through effective 

cooperation between Member States, regional and international organizations and 

other key stakeholders, we can jointly improve nuclear security in Africa.  

 

I look forward to expanding our cooperation with all of you and wish you a 

successful and fruitful meeting. 

 

Thank you.  


