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Dear Colleagues,  

 

1- Ladies & Gentlemen, Good afternoon!  

 

On my capacity of FNRBA Chairman, it is my pleasure to be 

with you in this webinar on “Fostering the African 

Environmental Legislation and Regulations integrating the 

Provisions of the Pelindaba Treaty related to the Appropriate 

Management of Radioactive Wastes.” 

 

2- Such meetings are very important occasions to take stock of 

what has been achieved so far and to examine what remains 

to be done.  We heard during the whole day some views on: 

❖ safe Management of Spent Fuel and Radioactive Waste 
“European Commission”  

❖ Radioactive Wastes in Africa: Status, Challenges and 
Prospects “Ghana Atomic Energy Commission”.  

❖ IAEA’s Programmes and Support to Africa” IAEA”  
❖ Governance Framework for Radioactive Waste 

Management “National Radioactive Waste Disposal 
Institute of South Africa (NRWDI)” 



 
 

3- What we can conclude, is that Safe and secure radioactive 

materials and DSRS require a sound regulatory and technical 

infrastructure to be in place in accordance with international 

safety standards and international obligations such as the 

Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management 

and on the Safety of Radioactive Waste Management and the 

Code of Conduct on the Safety and Security of Radioactive 

Sources and its supplementary guidance.  In this respect, let 

me inform you that among 47 African Member states,    only 

13 Countries have signed/ratified the joint convention, I 

therefore kindly ask those countries who have not yet ratified 

to do it as soon as possible.  

 

4- In addition, careful assessment and planning, sound policy 

and strategy, effective institutional framework, comprehensive 

regulatory and operational procedures as well as appropriate 

human and financial resources are needed.  

 

5- As of today, many countries in Africa have already a 

reasonable element of national infrastructure for Radioactive 

Waste “RW” and DSRS Management in place. Nevertheless, 

the overall situation cannot be considered satisfactory and 

there is wide room for improving the radioactive waste and 

DSRS management.  In particular, several countries are still in 

need of completing and updating their national regulatory 

framework addressing all elements related to the use, storage 

and disposal of RWM and DSRS. 

 

6- The unavailability of a sound national policy for managing 

radioactive waste and DSRS make it necessary the storage of 

DSRS in temporary locations, sometimes under poor safety 

and security conditions and supervision. 

 



7- Since my designation in September 2019 as chairman of this 

important network, we made some changes in the FNRBA 

governance by creating 6 TWGs dealing with relevant safety 

and security thematic areas such as TWG 2, dedicated to this 

subject matter “radiation and waste safety.”  

 

8- The Terms of reference “ToR” of TWG 2 is designed to reach 

the following objectives: 

  

i. Establishment or revue of the national policies and 

strategies for Disused Sealed Radioactive Sources (DSRS) 

and RW management 

ii. Establishment or review of regulatory framework dealing 

with RW and DSRS Management framework in accordance 

with the IAEA safety standards. 

iii. Reinforcing human capabilities and capacities in managing 

RWM and DSRS.  

iv. Reinforcing the safety of predisposal management of RW 

and DSRS 

v. Reinforcing the safety of disposal management of RW and 

DSRS  

 
9- The expected outputs and outcomes ToR of TWG2 and its 

related activities include revised national policies and 

strategies, improved and licensed source management 

systems, consolidated human capabilities and capacities, 

strengthened national regulatory frameworks, and increased 

political support and adherence to the Joint Convention on the 

Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of 

Radioactive Waste Management and the Code of Conduct on 

the Safety and Security of Radioactive Sources. 

 



10- For this purpose, the TWG2 has planned for 2021 -2022 

several actions such as:  

i. Regional Training course or Regional workshop on 

development of a national Policy and strategy for radioactive 

waste management 

ii. Regional workshop to share experiences on the 

development of regulations on radiation and waste safety 

using the IAEA model regulations. 

iii. Workshop on Application of Code of Conduct on SRS and 

DSRS  

iv. Regional Workshop on Regulatory Inspections 

v. Workshop or Training Course on the establishment of 

human resources plans of jobs descriptions for each core 

function of the regulatory body and analysis of competency 

needs.  

 

11- Due to difficult COVID 19 circumstances, some activities 

were postponed and now there is discussion with sponsored 

Countries and IAEA to organize these events in such way that 

successful stories in the field of radioactive waste 

management will be presented to FNRBA parties to adopt/ 

adopt them, bearing in mind that “there is no one size fits all”. 

Each country should benefit from the existing experiences by 

adapting their models on the basis of their national context 

related to mainstream waste inventory and their national 

circumstances and priorities. 

 
12- In this regard and as required by the joint convention on 

safety of radioactive waste and spent fuel management, 
Morocco has adopted in 2017 a national policy and strategy of 
radioactive waste management on the basis of the following 
main principles:  

 

1. Radioactive waste management in the Kingdom of 

Morocco shall ensure the implementation of the 



fundamental safety objective to sustainably protect 

people and the environment from the harmful effects of 

ionizing radiation. 

2. Radioactive waste shall be managed with due 

consideration given to the interdependency between all 

the steps of predisposal, and between predisposal and 

eventual disposal activity. 

3. Radioactive waste management shall follow the 

principles of waste avoidance, minimization, reuse, and 

recycling. Dilution of radioactive waste to reach the 

clearance limit is prohibited unless expressly authorized 

by AMSSNuR. 

4. Decision-making related to radioactive waste 

management shall be based on scientific information, 

sound safety-case, and resource optimization. 

5. Radioactive waste shall be managed according to a 

graded approach. 

6. All organizations shall clearly identify any roles and 

responsibilities associated with radioactive waste 

management, including oversight of all related 

operations. 

7. Eventual disposal facilities shall ensure that coherent 

waste radioactive waste management practices are in 

place at all the times, based on a comprehensive set of 

generic waste acceptance criteria. 

 
13- In order to implement this policy and strategy, AMSSNuR 

has conjointly developed with CNESTEN which is the waste 
management organization “WMO” an action plan comprising 
regulatory aspect such as updating regulations on radioactive 
waste management and safety aspect such as development 
of waste acceptance criteria.  
 



14- Concerning regulatory aspect, AMSSNuR has developed 
within the framework of its strategic action plan 2017-2021, a 
whole package of regulations such as project decree on safety 
of radioactive waste and spent fuel management and DSRS 
management. from that decree, two important regulations 
were derived such as exemption and clearance levels and 
modalities of characterization which contains the general 
requirements to be used by the operators and WMO to 
develop their waste acceptance criteria.  

 

15- In addition to that, AMSSNuR has developed its IMS 
comprising four core processes (regulation, inspection, 
assessment & review, sanction) and theirs associated 
procedures governing the regulatory oversight activities 
including inspection and review of radioactive waste 
management.  

 

16- At this stage, AMSSNuR is reviewing with support of Risk 
audit experts the CNESTEN report of the waste acceptance 
criteria for its predisposal activities. This task is supposed to 
be finalized by July 2021 which will be followed by series of 
outreach campaigns to sensitize those potential users, 
operators and producer of radioactive waste who want to 
transfer their waste to WMO   about the importance of 
compliance with CNESTEN WAC in their respective activities.   

 

17- All our regulatory oversight activities are established on the 
basis of national and international feedback experiences and 
are benefited from external technical review from whether 
IAEA or EU experts.   

 

18- This experience gained by AMSSNuR, will be discussed at 
different events and we will be very happy to share it whenever 
it is requested through FNRBA member or through relevant 
means of cooperation.  

 



19- Thank you for your kind attention.  
 


