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AFCONE Executive Secretary, Excellencies, Experts and participants 

We have reached the closing session of this Webinar,  

On behalf of Prof Shaukat Abdulrazak, Director of the Division for Africa, I wish to 
express my sincere gratitude to the speakers and presenters for their insightful 
contributions. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

During this Webinar, the speakers have highlighted the significant accounts of how 
regional and international institutions, such as the African Union Commission, UNEP, 
IAEA, EU, FNRBA, AFCONE, are addressing the management of Radioactive Waste in the 
continent. 

We heard from respective speakers that strengthening the radioactive waste 
management infrastructure in African Member States will ensure the protection of 
people and the environment and contribute to the sustainability of practices. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

As we are aware that radioactive waste arises either from 

1-  ACTIVITIES (such as Operation of nuclear power plants, nuclear fuel reprocessing, 
decommissioning of nuclear facilities, Remediation contaminated areas. 

2- Or as a result of the use of radioisotopes in: Medicine, Research, and Industry 



Therefore, Radioactive Waste Management becomes Necessary because of the 
radiological hazards associated with RW. 

Radioactive Waste management consists of collecting and processing the radioactive 
waste into a form that can be stored safely, and then conditioning/storing it, pending its 
final disposal, in surface or geological repositories. 

An important aspect of RWM is the timescales, type of radiation and radionuclide to be 
considered for some of this waste.  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

In Africa, radioactive waste includes mainly sealed sources, some very old including. 

- Few Categories 1 and 2 (2-3 devices per country ~ dry irradiators as well as wet ones) 
- Small quantities of long-lived open sources for research 
- Compactable waste from mainly hospitals 
- Some countries Spent fuel and waste from research reactors (limited) 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

IAEA assistance on Radioactive Waste management to the African region during the past 
decades has been implemented through the framework of national, regional, and INT TC 
projects as well as EBT projects. This assistance has contributed among others to the:  

- Legal and regulatory infrastructure and Assistance for the elaboration of policies and 
strategies.  

- Inventory of waste. 
- Development of a modular facility design consisting of two ISO containers followed 

by the establishment of waste management infrastructure (4 new facilities in the last 
4 years: Cameroon, Senegal Uganda and Zimbabwe). 

- The upgrading of 5 existing facilities: the last 4 years EGY, ETH, GHA, MOR, NIR. 
- Training of waste operators. 
- Conditioning operations (Disused radioactive sources collected, conditioned and 

safely and securely stored). 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

In closing, I wish to thank AFCONE for inviting us to this important event. I would like to 
assure you of our continued collaboration with all key regional and international partners 
for the efficient and effective management of radioactive waste in Africa 

 Thank you for your attention  


