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Government Representatives, Distinguished Speakers, 

Representatives of various International and Regional Organizations, 

Ladies and Gentlemen. Good afternoon. 

 

On behalf of the Director and Regional Representative UNEP Africa 

Office, Ms. Juliette Biao Koudenoukpo, I would like to thank the African 

Commission on Nuclear Energy (AFCONE) and its Secretariat for inviting 

UNEP to attend and present at this meeting on Fostering the African 

Environmental Legislation and Regulations integrating the Provisions of 

the Pelindaba Treaty related to the Appropriate Management of 

Radioactive Wastes.  

 

I would also like to express our utmost gratitude to the AFCONE 

Secretariat for hosting this event despite the difficulties we continue to 

face with the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. This is a demonstration of 

the importance of the issue of Radioactive Waste and calls all 

stakeholders to come together and take sound action in its 

management. 

 

 



Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In its work, UNEP acts as a catalyst, advocate, educator, and facilitator 

for environmental action, and promotes the wise use and sustainable 

development of the global environment.  

UNEP also recognizes the centrality of Science in expanding the 

frontiers of human capabilities and improving the welfare of our 

societies. Some of these good causes, however, at times result in 

unintended consequences with deleterious impacts on our health and 

that of the environment.  

As earlier mentioned, Radioactivity has a wide range of applications 

that span several areas, including energy supply, public health, 

agriculture and numerous industrial processes.  However, this is also 

associated with waste generated through these applications. 

This calls for a heightened awareness on the unintended impacts and 

the attendant mitigation measures. 

 

 At UNEP, the broader issue of sound management of chemicals and 

waste remains at the core of our work. We have over the years 

demonstrated this by convening global negotiations and 

implementation of various multilateral environmental agreements on 

chemicals and waste such as the Basel, Rotterdam, Stockholm and 

Minamata Conventions for which UNEP host their secretariats.  

At the regional level in Africa, UNEP also host the Secretariat of the 

Bamako Convention, a convention most relevant to the discussions 

today which my colleague Mohammed Omotola will speak to shortly in 

his presentation.  

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 



 

Over the next four (4) years, the key areas UNEP will be focusing on are 

climate change, loss of nature and curbing all forms of pollution. This is 

being done in the context of promoting environmental sustainability, 

while contributing to regional and global recovery in post COVID-19 

period. The issue of radioactive waste is being addressed within the 

core objective of working towards a pollution free planet, including 

through accelerating policy shift towards sound management of 

chemicals and waste.   

 

In doing so, UNEP working in collaboration with regional and global 

partners, will continue to encourage and support countries to raise 

their ambitions, provide leadership and advocate for a healthier and 

waste-free living.  Furthermore, UNEP will continue to support the 

convening of countries  around a common purpose of tackling the 

challenges and management of the radioactive waste. This will include 

support to implementation of relevant resolutions and decisions of the 

African Union and the United Nations Environment Assembly. 

 

UNEP stands ready to work with AFCONE, AUC, IAEA and other partners 

in this effort as we aim to protect the environment and human health 

for future generations.  Indeed, our close collaboration with the African 

Union Commission provides a good platform for all of us to further 

progress our partnership is the area of radioactive waste. 

 

Let us remember that the actions taken in the present times will 

determine how the future and those who will live in it, will look like.  

 

I wish you all a fruitful meeting and look forward to the presentations, 



discussions and exchange of information.  

 

I Thank you. 


