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H.E Amb R M Grossi Director General of the IAEA, 

Mr Messaoud Baaliouamer, AFCONE Executive Secretary, 

Mr Gaopalelwe Santswere, President of the African Young Generation 

in Nuclear (AYGN) 

Your Excellences, 

Permit me to recognise the person of Prof. Wilfred Mbacham, the Chair 

of the AFRA Programme Management Committee (PMC). I was 

wondering what he was doing here until I heard Mr. Messaoud 

Baaliouamer speak on epidemiology as a Public Health 

Biotechnologist, 

Distinguished Presenters, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

Please accept fraternal greetings from the Chairperson of the African Union 

Commission, H.E. Dr. Moussa Faki Mahamat. 

Allow me to express my gratitude to the African Commission on Nuclear 

Energy and the African Youth Generation in Nuclear for organizing this 

important meeting, to have this timely conversations on this critical sector 

that has the potential to make an impact on the socio-economic development 

of the continent. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

  

Nuclear energy is one of the answers to our current energy gap. Nuclear 

Energy is the energy in the nucleus or core of an atom according to critics. 
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Our daily routine is so dependent on energy; our governments have the 

central responsibility to power our homes, work places and cities. Africa 

being the youngest continent with an increasing economic vitality, it is 

apparent that we do have a huge and ongoing electricity demand (among 

other needs).  

 

We know that nuclear energy is generated by turning the nuclear energy in 

uranium atoms into electrical energy. Uranium production is an important 

part of the African economy, with only Niger, Namibia, Libya and 

South Africa creating up to 18% of the world's annual production. 

Some African countries produce uranium but the reality is that Africa still has 

substantial amount of untapped uranium ore deposits. It is therefore evident 

that capacity building in nuclear energy technology is fundamental in meeting 

the developmental needs of Africa.  

 

Nuclear energy brings low cost energy, it is reliable, has a high energy 

density, new carbon emission and has a promising future energy supply. 

 

On November 4, 2015, the African Union Commission Chairperson, Dr. 

Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma and the Minister of Internal Relations and 

Cooperation of the Republic of South Africa, Ms. Maite Nkoana-Mashabare 

signed the host agreement for the establishment of the Headquarters of the 

African Commission on Nuclear Energy (AFCONE). “This host agreement 

allow AFCONE to function fully and effectively to implement the Mandate of 

the African nuclear Weapons Free Zone Treaty (Treaty of Pelindaba) which 

entered into force in July 2009”. The African Nuclear Weapon – Free Zone 

Treaty also known as the Treaty of Pelindaba was signed in Cairo, Egypt on 
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11 April 1996 and entered into force on 15 July 2009. Nuclear Energy will 

play a key role in supporting sustainable development particularly in 

supporting key Agenda 2063 Priority areas such as infrastructure, health, 

Agriculture, industrialisation and energy amongst other priorities. We now 

see that Nuclear Energy can lead to the transformation of the “Africa We 

Want”. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Despite the fact that nuclear power is currently not part of the energy 

generation mix, it can deliver on the targets of most of the sustainable 

development goals. Proper investments in infrastructure for nuclear power 

development, education and R&D is therefore quiet important. This is the 

only way we can provide African solutions to African challenges. 

 

At the level of the AU Commission, within the ongoing reform, the 

Department of Education Science Technology and Innovation is putting more 

emphasis on the role of the department in building the African human capital 

specifically in Science, technology and innovation for achieving agenda 

2063. The AUC through the Department of ESTI is hence mandated to 

undertake the development and harmonization of policies and programs in 

Education, Science, Technology, and Innovation to promote inclusive growth 

and sustainable development. Our bible for science in the continent is the 

Science, Technology and Innovation Strategy for Africa (STISA 2024) which 

Mr. Messaoud Baaliouamer AFCONE Executive Director made reference to 

in his speech.  
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Significantly, we have collectively put together several policies and strategies 

that are aimed to empower our citizenry creating a critical mass that actively 

engages in addressing issues that constantly hinder the growth and progress 

of our nations. At the highest level, as you all know, a champions committee 

of ten Heads of State and Government is at work to promote the 

development of Science, Technology and Innovation given its critical role to 

enhance the realization of economic growth in Africa. Education, Science 

and Technology is now front, back and center of the development debate in 

Africa. This in itself is demonstrating the will and commitment of our leaders 

to move from rhetoric to action. Therefore others need to follow suit and show 

accountability to what we, as a Union, have collectively developed and 

endorsed the various instruments that we have agreed will act as a lever for 

our socio-economic emancipation. I therefore urge Member States to walk 

the talk, invest in Nuclear Energy, infrastructure to change the narrative. We 

must make Nuclear Energy functional to our society. 

 

This is precisely why a reliable and cost effective clean technology like 

nuclear power is particularly appealing as a fresh field of engagement in STI. 

Suffice it to say capacity building focused on the safety applications of 

nuclear energy are equally important to avoid radioactive wastes and a 

nuclear meltdown.  

 

 

 

Your Excellences, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
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The African Union is exerting a lot of focus to implement its integration 

agenda. Reflecting on the previous year we recon there have been several 

initiatives in science and technology to curb the challenge that COVID 19 

has imposed on our socio-economic development. However programs and 

activities on innovative sectors that draw attention to untapped resources of 

the continent are key.  

 

Finally, I wish to reiterate the commitment on our side to engage in the 

dialogs, potential policy formulations and follow up on the outcomes of the 

discussions of this meeting. Together, we can make a difference and bring 

the change we want. 

 

I wish you all successful deliberations! 

 


