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PRE-RECORDED MESSAGE BY THE CHAIR OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE 

SEANWFZ COMMISSION AT THE AFRICAN COMMISSION ON NUCLEAR ENERGY TO 

COMMEMORATE THE 25th ANNIVERSARY OF THE OPENING FOR SIGNATURE OF THE 

AFRICAN NUCLEAR WEAPON FREE ZONE TREATY, 12 APRIL 2021 

 

Your Excellency 

Messaoud Baaliouamer 

Executive Secretary of the African Commission on Nuclear Energy 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I would like, to first of all express the warm congratulations, from the Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations, ASEAN to the African Commission on Nuclear Energy on the occasion of the 25th 

anniversary of the opening for signature of the Treaty of Pelindaba.  It is indeed a momentous 

occasion and I thank the Executive Secretary for inviting me to deliver a message on behalf of the 

Southeast Asia Nuclear weapon Free Zone.   

  

We are meeting at a time of great uncertainties and it is all the more important for us to continue 

working together in pursuing our goal of a world free from the threat of nuclear weapons.  

 

Towards this end, we must continue to push ahead in getting countries to sign on to nuclear 

weapon free zone treaties.  Over the years, ASEAN has been working towards having the Nuclear 

Weapon States under the NPT to accede to the Protocol to the Treaty on the Southeast Asia 

Nuclear weapon Free Zone. It is therefore inspiring to know that all five Nuclear Weapon States 

have signed on to the Protocols to the Treaty of Pelindaba and perhaps you can share your 

experiences on this, with us in Southeast Asia. 

 

ASEAN has always envisioned the establishment of a region free from nuclear weapons and views 

this objective as an essential component of the one of its fundamental agreements; the Zone of 

Peace, Freedom and Neutrality, the aim of which is to bolster the security of states within the Zone 

and enhance international peace and stability as a whole. 

 

This vision was further translated into the Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free 

Zone otherwise known as the SEANWFZ Treaty and it was signed by all Member States of ASEAN 

in 1995.  Following its entry into force in 1997, the SEANWFZ Treaty created the third nuclear-

weapon-free zone in the world where State parties are obliged, among others, not to develop, 

manufacture or otherwise acquire, possess or have control over nuclear weapons; nor station or 

transport nuclear weapons by any means; or test or use nuclear weapons. 
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In protecting the health of the people and the environment, State parties also undertake not to 

discharge radioactive materials or wastes at sea, into the atmosphere or on land within the Zone, 

nor allowing other states to do so.  

 

In general, the SEANWFZ Treaty supports the main principles stipulated in the NPT including 

nuclear non-proliferation, nuclear disarmament and peaceful uses of nuclear energy.  

 

Fast forward to today, preserving Southeast Asia as a region free from nuclear weapons and 

weapons of mass destruction remains a top priority of ASEAN and to achieve this, plans of action 

have been developed to ensure the full implementation of the Treaty’s provisions. 

 

This includes promoting an enhanced role of the Treaty and its State parties in relevant multilateral 

forums and frameworks on disarmament and non-proliferation, including at the Review 

Conferences of the NPT. 

 

Excellencies, in recognizing the central role of the IAEA in non-proliferation and the promotion of 

peaceful uses of nuclear energy, the ASEAN Foreign Ministers in 2014, agreed to formalize 

relations between ASEAN and the IAEA through practical arrangements. Signed in September 

2019, this marked an important milestone in relations between ASEAN and the IAEA where the 

practical arrangements set out an overall framework for cooperation in the areas of nuclear safety, 

security, safeguards as well as nuclear science, technology and applications for a period of five 

years. 

 

This has led to invitations for officials from ASEAN Member States and the ASEAN Secretariat to 

participate in a number of IAEA activities designed for Southeast Asia and the Asia-Pacific. 

 

Likewise, representatives from the IAEA have attended various activities under ASEAN-led 

frameworks, such as the ASEAN Network of Regulatory Bodies on Atomic Energy, the ASEAN 

Nuclear Energy Cooperation Sub-Sector Network and the Network of ASEAN Chemical, 

Biological, and Radiological Defence Experts. 

 

 Excellencies, as ASEAN progresses towards the realization of its Community Vision 2025, it 

remains committed to maintaining Southeast Asia as a region free of nuclear weapons and other 

weapons of mass destruction through cooperation with relevant entities and actively contributing 

to global efforts in disarmament, non-proliferation and peaceful uses of nuclear energy, as well as 

strengthening international standards and norms.  

 

In promoting the full implementation of the NPT as well as its universality, ASEAN has submitted 

a memorandum on activities relating to the SEANWFZ Treaty to the NPT Review Conference 

Secretariat in January this year. 
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As Chair of ASEAN in 2021 with the theme “We Care, We Prepare, We Prosper”, Brunei 

Darussalam is working closely with other ASEAN Member States and our partners to improve and 

protect the well-being and livelihood of the people as well as realise shared interests including the 

creation of a world free of nuclear weapons. 

 

To conclude, I would like to once again thank the Executive Secretary of the African Commission 

on Nuclear Energy for the opportunity to deliver this message and to warmly congratulate you on 

the 25th anniversary of the Treaty of Pelindaba. 

 

Thank you.  


