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Mr. Messaoud Baaliouamer, Executive Secretary of the African 
Commission on Nuclear Energy, 

Excellencies , 

Ladies and Gentlemen , 

 
I would like to extend my sincere thanks to Mr. Baaliouamer for 
having convened this important event to commemorate the 25th 
anniversary of the PELINDABA Treaty. 
  
I feel particularly privileged to address today’s meeting, as I was 
personally engaged in the drafting and negotiation of this important 
milestone for nuclear disarmament. 
 
Today’s gathering offers us a unique opportunity to reflect on a 
number of important issues with regard to the international 
disarmament and non-proliferation regime.  
 
First, the Pelindaba Treaty has been signed and ratified by the 
overwhelming majority of African countries. This demonstrates 
Africa’s steadfast commitment to this global endeavor as well as its 
common will to lead by example.  
 
Algeria has been among the first countries to sign and ratify this 
instrument and has contributed decisively to the establishment of 
the African Commission on Nuclear Energy.  
 
Let me seize this opportunity to call upon those who have not 
signed and ratified the Treaty and its protocols to do so without 
delay. 
 
I would like also to emphasize the critical importance of extending 
this African success story to other regions in the world. In this 
context, the vital importance of establishing a similar zone in the 
Middle East, with all countries of the region on board, cannot be 
overemphasized.  
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We look forward to the upcoming 4th Conference of Nuclear 
Weapon Free Zones, to be convened in New York in July 2021, with 
the participation of all members of the African Union. 
 
Second, the critical importance of addressing humanitarian 
consequences of nuclear weapons should not be overlooked.  
 
Algeria has suffered tremendously from the devastating 
consequences of nuclear tests conducted on its territory by the 
colonial power. These experiments caused the death and injury of 
thousands of Algerians, as well as extensive damages to the 
environment. This “nuclear legacy” must no longer remain buried 
under the sand as its impacts today on the people and the 
environment are still obvious. The rehabilitation and compensation 
questions need to be addressed seriously. 
 
In this context, let me welcome the entry into force, this year, of the 
Treaty on the prohibition of nuclear weapons. I had the privilege to 
chair the UN First Committee in 2016, when the treaty negotiation 
had been secured. This instrument offers appropriate responses to 
humanitarian consequences of these weapons and constitutes a 
major step towards a nuclear-weapon-free world.  
 
Third, We must endeavor to halt all nuclear testing, as a critical step 
towards the achievement of nuclear disarmament and non-
proliferation. There is no alternative to the Comprehensive Nuclear 
Test-Ban Treaty and its entry into force remains an urgent priority.  
 
In this context, I would like to make an appeal to all countries, 
particularly Annex II parties to sign and ratify this treaty as soon as 
possible. In its capacity of co-chair of the CTBT Conference, my 
country has spared no effort to contribute to the achievement of 
this ultimate goal. 
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Finally, the 10th Non Proliferation Treaty review Conference, to be 
convened this summer, must be the moment in our collective effort 
towards preserving the credibility and sustainability of this 
important instrument.  
 
After a half century of the Treaty’s existence, Member States need 
to pause for a moment, acknowledge what has been achieved and 
undertake an assessment of the current status. But most 
importantly, we all need to look forward and provide next 
generations with hope and spare them unnecessary fear.  
 
Excellencies,  
 
Despite the many steps taken towards a world without nuclear 
weapons, our work is far from being done. Global challenges call for 
global solutions and multilateralism remains our best tool in 
achieving nuclear disarmament. 
 
Instead of investing in sophisticated and destructive nuclear 
armament, let’s put more efforts to achieve our agreed SDGs and 
Agenda 2063. Our collective security, shared prosperity and 
wellbeing cannot be sustainably achieved if we do not use scarce 
resources smartly. 
 
Algeria will keep working hard through all mechanisms and in all 
fora towards the prohibition and total elimination of all weapons of 
mass destruction, in particular nuclear weapons. 
 
Thank you for your kind attention. 
 
 
 


