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Excellency Mr Moussa Faki Mahamat, Chairperson of the African Union Commission, 

 

Excellency Ambassador Bankole Adeoye, Commissioner for Political Affairs, Peace and Security, 

 

 

Excellencies, 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

At the outset, I would like to thank our brother Messaoud Baaliouamer, Executive Secretary of the 

African Commission on Nuclear Energy (AFCONE),  for the invitation to say a few remarks on the 

occasion of the commemoration of the Silver Jubilee of the Pelindaba Treaty.  

 

Twenty-five years is generally considered as a milestone, marking the transition to maturity for a 

human being; or, as Plato once put it, from passion to ambition.  

 

While the saying goes that “age is nothing but a number”, commemorations like the one of today are 

always useful as they offer a propitious opportunity to take a step back from our busy and fast-

evolving schedules in order to take stock of the progress made, recognize challenges, identify new 

opportunities, and initiate corrective action if necessary.  

 

This is particularly relevant in times of crises like now. Knowing you, Messaoud, I remain confident 

that AFCONE will conduct its self-critical analysis without complacency.  

 

As I often say, the Pelindaba Treaty and the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty are twins, or two 

threads woven in the same fabric. We are united by history and our respective mandates.  

 

Generally, the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) and Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones 

(NWFZs) have complementary objectives, shared concerns and a common vision – that is the use 

of the atom for peace and development.  

 

Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones can, once the Treaty enters into force, rely on the CTBT verification 

technologies to enhance their respective verification regimes. Similarly, regional peace and 

security can be enhanced through strategic partnerships with the regional and sub-regional 

organizations.  

 

In short, NWFZ treaties and the CTBT are bound in spirit and letter: they strive for a stronger, safer 

and more stable international system. As such, any State party to either of these two instruments 

should have no difficulty in joining the other.  

 

Indeed, if there is one lesson to learn from the current COVID-19 crisis, it is the significance of 

multilateralism as the only instrument to address the ever growing complex issues and 

unprecedented situations that the world is currently or will be facing in the future.  
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I hold that the Pelindaba Treaty and AFCONE have a key part to play in upholding the spirit of 

multilateralism. 

 

The CTBT and the Pelindaba Treaty are both integral parts of the international legal framework for 

nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation underpinned by the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 

Nuclear Weapons (NPT). Both treaties contribute to international peace and security while ensuring 

that all states can benefit from the safe, secure and peaceful uses of nuclear energy.  

 

To that effect, we need to establish a robust framework to address challenges and strengthen 

regional and global commitments on disarmament and non-proliferation.  

 

We are approaching the tenth NPT Review Conference, scheduled for this August. It is therefore high 

time to assess the current state of health of the international disarmament and non-proliferation 

regime and focus our efforts on improving the tools already at our disposal to promote international 

peace, security and development.  

 

AFCONE and the Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO) are committed to 

enhance dialogue and foster actions in the area of nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation. Similarly, 

they are committed to build and further technical capacities in their member states aimed at promoting 

sustainable social and economic development. And, we both have also realized the key role of the 

youth and women in achieving these noble objectives. 

 

I attach paramount importance to our cooperation and believe that we should build on our joint efforts. 

I hope that our cooperation will reach new summits with imminent signing of a Memorandum of 

Understanding between the two organizations. 

 

The engagement of AFCONE with African Young Generation in Nuclear and its cooperation with 

African Regional Cooperative Agreement for Research, Development and Training related to Nuclear 

Science and Technology are opportune initiatives. I commend these and other initiatives by AFCONE 

and encourage all African countries to support such activities.  

 

It is heartening to note that African leaders are increasingly taking the advantage of AFCONE and 

attempt to ensure that the call for the elimination of threats of nuclear weapons are stronger and united 

and that the world continue to prosper from peaceful applications of nuclear energy.  

 

While eagerly awaiting the outcome of AFCONE’s self-analysis, I wish you Happy Anniversary and 

a lot of ambitions. 

 

Thank you!  

 

 


