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Excellency Dr Naledi Pandor, Minister of International Relations and Cooperation of 

the Republic of South Africa,  
 

Excellency Mr Sabri Boukadoum, Minister of Foreign Affairs, of the People's 

Democratic Republic of Algeria  
 

Excellency Mr Sameh Shoukry, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Arab Republic of 

Egypt,  
 

Excellency Mr. Moussa Faki Mahamat, Chairperson of the African Union Commission,  
 

Excellency Amb. Bankole ADEOYE, Commissioner for Political Affairs & Peace and 

Security, African Union Commission,  
 

Excellency Ms Izumi Nakamitsu, United Nations High Representative for Disarmament 

Affairs (UNODA). 
 

Excellency Amb. Gustavo Zlauvinen, President-designate of the Tenth Review 

Conference of the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
 

Excellency Amb. Flávio Roberto Bonzanini, Secretary-General of the OPANAL,  

Tlatelolco Treaty Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America, 

and the Caribbean  
 

Excellency, Amb Nuran S Niyazaliyev, First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 

Kyrgyz Republic, Chair of  Central Asia Nuclear Weapon Free Zone (CA-NWFZ) 

Semipalatinsk Treaty 
 

Excellency Ms Emaleen Abdul Rahman Teo, Permanent Secretary at the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of Brunei Darussalam and Chair of the Executive Committee of the 

SEA-NWFZ Commission,  
 

Excellency Honourable Kausea Natano, Chairperson of the Pacific Island Forum (PIF), 
South Pacific Nuclear Weapon Free Zone Secretariat,  
 

Excellency Amb. Rafael M. Grossi, Director-General of the International Atomic 

Energy Agency (IAEA)  
 

Excellency Dr Lassina Zerbo, Executive Secretary of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test 
Ban Treaty Organisation (CTBTO)  
 

Excellency Ms Beatrice FIHN, Executive Director, International Campaign to Abolish 
Nuclear Weapons (ICAN)  
 
Dear Fellow Panellists,  
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Good Afternoon Dear Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,   
 

I Would Like First of All to Welcome You and Thank You for Taking Your Precious Time to 

Contribute and Participate to this Commemorating Event.  

 

The organisation of this event will allow us, 25 years later to congratulate ourselves for the 

developments observed and achievements in Africa and identify the challenges still remaining and the 

opportunities presented to address them.   

 

In the early 1960s, France conducted a series of above ground and underground nuclear tests, at the 

Reggane and In Ekker sites, respectively, in the south of Algeria (Ref: STI/PUB/1215 (iaea.org) & 

France's Nuclear Testing Programme: CTBTO Preparatory Commission)   

 

In 1961, the UN General Assembly (UNGA) first adopted a resolution, which called upon Member 

States to consider and respect the continent of Africa as a de-nuclearized zone.  

 

The formation of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) in 1963 provided African States with a 

continental forum for the discussion and coordination of African response to continental issues. 

Among the most important security issues that immediately confronted the continent were the French 

nuclear tests in the Sahara (Ref: ChaptersAdeniji.fm (unidir.org).  

 

In July 1964, the then Organization of African Unity adopted the Declaration on the Denuclearisation 

of Africa [AHG/Res.II(I)].  

 

In June 1995, at the 31st Ordinary Session of the OAU held in Addis Ababa, the African Nuclear-

Weapon-Free Zone Treaty (Pelindaba Treaty) was agreed to.    

 

The African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty, also known as the Pelindaba Treaty, was signed in 

April 1996 in Cairo (Egypt) and entered into force on 15 July 2009.   

 

The large spectrum of  the Treaty provisions with specific additional matters compared to the previous 

NWFZs Treaties, clearly shows the ambition of the African Member States.  

 

Nuclear disarmament, non-proliferation and the peaceful uses of nuclear energy are firmly entrenched 

in the Pelindaba Treaty.   

 

The Treaty has been signed by 52 African Member States and Ratified by 42 setting Africa as the 

largest NWFZ in the World.    

 

Pursuant to this Treaty, Each Party undertakes not to conduct research on, develop, manufacture, 

stockpile or otherwise acquire, possess or have control over any nuclear explosive device by any means 

anywhere; not to seek or  receive any assistance in the research on, or development, manufacture, 

stockpiling or acquisition, or possession of, any nuclear explosive device; and not to take any action 

to assist or encourage the research on, or development, manufacture, stockpiling or acquisition or 

possession of, any nuclear explosive device.  
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Under the Pelindaba Treaty, each State Party undertakes to conduct all activities for the peaceful 

use of nuclear energy under strict non-proliferation measures to provide assurance of exclusively 

peaceful uses, to conclude a comprehensive safeguards agreement with the IAEA and not to export 

source or special fissionable material, or especially designed or prepared equipment or material, 

to Non-Nuclear Weapon States (NNWSs) unless subject to a comprehensive safeguard agreement 

 

As the Pelindaba Treaty Body, the African Commission on Nuclear Energy (AFCONE) works with 

all State Parties with a view to achieving full compliance with the provision of the Treaty.  

 

We today reaffirm the African Union principles on disarmament, non-proliferation, and peaceful use 

of nuclear energy, as enshrined in the African Union Constitutive Act and the Protocol relating to the 

establishment of the AU Peace and Security Council.  

 

We also reaffirm the inalienable right of all Parties to apply chemical, biological, and nuclear science 

and technology for peaceful civilian purposes, including spearheading socio-economic development 

and improving welfare of the population, without discrimination and in conformity with the relevant 

instruments.  

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

Nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation have been on the African agenda for several decades, and 

the continent has played a major role in several historical global commitments and initiatives.  

 

Besides historical milestones such as the Organisation of African Unity’s (OAU) adoption of 

Resolution AHG/Res.11(1) on the Denuclearization of Africa (1964), and in subsequent OAU 

resolutions adopted in, the continent has supported various United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) 

resolutions.  

 

There is universal support for the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) in 

Africa. Moreover, the African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty (The Pelindaba Treaty) remains the 

continent’s major commitment to nuclear disarmament, nuclear non-proliferation, and the peaceful 

uses of nuclear energy.  

 

Africa is proud to recall the Nuclear Disarmament Example given by the Republic of South Africa 

early in the Nineties.   

 

2020 marks the 50th anniversary of the entry into force of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 

Nuclear Weapons (NPT) and the 25th anniversary of its indefinite extension.  We re-affirm today the 

central role of nuclear-weapon-free zones in the consolidation of the NPT, as well as in their 

contributions to addressing nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation across all regions of the world.  

 

Committed to implement the conclusions and recommendations of the UNODA-Kazakhstan Seminar 

organised in August 2019 at Nur Sultan and in Order to develop the Interregional Cooperation 

Programmes, including in Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy, the AFCONE is pleased to announce 

close consultations with the Central Asian NWFZ and the OPANAL, representing the Latin American 

and Caribbean Nuclear Weapon Free Zone in order to proceed with the signature, as soon as possible, 

of Cooperation Agreements.  

 

The Signatories to the Pelindaba Treaty, recognize that the establishment of other NWFZs, especially 

in the Middle East, would enhance the security of States Parties to the African NWFZ.  
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Today we recall the importance of the UN Security Council Resolution 984 (1995) on the Middle East, 

which was an integral and essential part of the package of decisions and the basis upon which 

consensus was reached on the indefinite extension of the NPT.   

 

The AFCONE participated, last July 2020, to the UNODA Workshop on Good Practices and Lessons 

Learned with Respect to the Existing Nuclear Weapon Free Zones, organized in preparation to the 2nd 

Session of the Conference on the Establishment of a Middle East Zone Free of Nuclear Weapons and 

Other Weapons of Mass Destruction, planned in November 2020. 

 

In Commemoration of the Pelindaba Treaty Entry into Force (15 July 2020), the AFCONE released a 

Press Statement calling for the ratification of the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapons (TBNW) and more 

recently on 26 October 2020, AFCONE released a 2nd Press Statement congratulating the International 

Community about the Entry into Force of this Treaty in January 2021.  

 

OPANAL and AFCONE Released a Joint Communique on 22 January 2021, Historical Day of the 

Entry Into Force of the TPNW. Furthermore, the AFCONE participated to the commemoration of the 

54th Anniversary of the Tlatelolco Treaty Opening for Signature. 

As discussed, and convened during the Nur Sultan Seminar, the AFCONE is committed to actively 

support the role of the NWFZs for a concrete and efficient implementation of the roadmap adopted 

towards the preparation of the 4th Conference of the NWFZs, the NPT Review Conference organized 

this year and the Achievement of Global Peace, Security and Development Goals.   

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

Both the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and the Pelindaba Treaty require State Parties to 

conclude comprehensive safeguards agreements (CSAs) with the IAEA.   

 

The Article 09 of the Pelindaba Treaty related to “Verification of Peaceful Uses” specify the Obligation 

of the States Parties in the Field: Each Party undertakes:  

- To conduct all activities for the peaceful use of nuclear energy under strict non- proliferation 

measures to provide assurance of exclusively peaceful uses.  

- To conclude a comprehensive safeguards agreement with IAEA for the purpose of verifying 

compliance with the undertakings in subparagraph (a) of this article. 

 

The similarities between the statutory mandates of the AFCONE Secretariat and the IAEA are obvious, 

particularly in terms of verification, compliance, and monitoring functions (safeguards, safety, and 

security) and promotion of peaceful applications of NS&T for the purpose of socio-economic 

development.   

 

Various African Union (AU) Member States (MS) and Pelindaba Treaty State Parties with CSAs in 

force (some also with small quantities protocols (SQPs) or additional protocols (APs)) require 

assistance in establishing and/or improving their nuclear material accounting and control systems so 

that they can effectively fulfil their obligations in accordance with such CSAs.  
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AFCONE, according to its Mandate and to an important provision of the IAEA – AFCONE Practical 

Arrangements (PA) signed in September 2019, is cooperating closely with the IAEA and other Partners 

(INSEP/USA and ESARDA mainly) in NSG Human Resources Development.  

  

AFCONE is currently selecting the AFCONE Regional Collaborating Centres (RCCs) in Nuclear 

Safeguards. These Centres will constitute the expert infrastructure in Africa in the field and assist the 

implementation of the AFCONE Operational Programmes of Work.  

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

The verification regime of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) is designed to detect 

any nuclear explosion conducted on Earth – underground, underwater or in the atmosphere. The 

purpose of the verification regime is to monitor countries’ compliance with the CTBT which bans all 

nuclear explosions on the planet.   

 

Besides promoting the CTBT, the main task of the Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive 

Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO) is to build this regime and to ensure that it is 

operational by the time the Treaty enters into force.  

 

The verification regime consists of the following elements: • International Monitoring System 

• International Data Centre • Global Communications Infrastructure • Consultation and clarification 

• On-Site Inspection • Confidence-building measures 

 

The International Monitoring System (IMS) consists of 321 monitoring stations and 16 laboratories 

built worldwide. These 337 facilities monitor the planet for any sign of a nuclear explosion. 

 

Africa plays a key role in the CTBT verification regime as the region with the most States hosting 

monitoring facilities. There are 30 stations already operating and there will be 38 stations in 24 African 

States when the system is complete.   

 

Of Africa’s 55 AU Member States, 51 have signed the CTBT, and 46 have also ratified it. Zimbabwe 

being the latest ratifying state (13 February 2019). 

 

On the occasion of the commemoration of the International Day Against Nuclear Testing (IDANT), 

29 August 2020, the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO) and the African 

Commission on Nuclear Energy (AFCONE), two treaty-based intergovernmental organizations 

mandated to prohibit nuclear testing, appeal for a renewed commitment to strengthening the global 

non-testing norm and redoubling efforts to irreversibly close the door on nuclear testing.   

 

I am pleased to announce that AFCONE and the CTBTO agreed to sign as soon as possible this year 

a Cooperation Agreement. 

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

For any State engaged in developing a sustainable programme for the application of safe and peaceful 

uses of nuclear energy, it is necessary to establish an adequate legal framework to comply with the 

fundamental requirements of treaties, conventions, protocols, and other relevant international legal 

instruments.  
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A preliminary assessment of the existing national legal frameworks for the peaceful uses of nuclear 

energy in the Africa region shows that several countries have enacted legislation governing nuclear 

applications. However, many of them need to bring the frameworks into line with IAEA safety 

standards and other international legal instruments.  

 

The IAEA promotes adherence to and implementation of international legal instruments on nuclear 

safety adopted under its auspices.  This includes (a) the Convention on Nuclear Safety, (b) the Joint 

Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of Radioactive Waste 

Management, as well as the two conventions that are the basis for the international emergency 

preparedness and response framework: (a) The Convention on Early Notification of a Nuclear 

Accident and (b) the Convention on Assistance in the Case of a Nuclear Accident or Radiological 

Emergency.  

 

Regarding the Nuclear Safety of Research Reactors in Africa: A significant development in this area 

is the creation of the Regional Advisory Safety Committee for research reactors in Africa (RASCA), 

which was established in 2009. RASCA acts as an advisory group, aiming to help solve safety issues 

in the region and enhance the functioning of national safety committees.  

 

In order to develop its expertise capacities and prepare the next phase related to Nuclear Safety of 

African NPPs, there is an Urgent Need to review the RASCA Network Situation, ensure its current 

operation and sustainability and Coordinate & Optimize its Plan of Action with the FNRBA.  

 

The current efforts are developed, in close cooperation with the IAEA, in particular to develop 

ownership, expertise and sustainable nuclear safety and security activities.  

 

AFCONE is currently assessing the Candidature of Two AFCONE Regional Collaborating Centres 

specialized in Nuclear Safety & Security. 

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

Under Article 10 of the Pelindaba Treaty, parties undertake to maintain the highest standards of 

security and effective physical protection of nuclear materials, facilities, and equipment in order to 

prevent theft or unauthorized use and handling.   

 

The legal foundation for nuclear security consists of international instruments and recognized 

principles designed to control nuclear material and other radioactive substances. This broad range of 

instruments, many of which were developed under IAEA auspices, provides a framework for using 

such material in ways that protect all States.  

 

Parties also undertake to apply measures of physical protection equivalent to those provided for in the 

Convention of the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material and in recommendations and guidelines 

developed by the IAEA for that purpose.  

 

Parties to the Pelindaba Treaty have made national efforts to meet their Treaty obligations and to 

improve nuclear security whenever nuclear or other radioactive material is in use, storage and/or 

transport.  

mailto:Afcone.admin@afcone.org
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The main activities in Nuclear Safety and Security in Africa are executed by the Countries within their 

national programmes and through the IAEA support programme (~ 17 % of the TCAF Budget in 2019).  

 

The IAEA Nuclear Security Division is actively implementing including in Africa, the Nuclear 

Security Approved Plan of Action, in particular through the Integrated Nuclear Security Support 

Plan (INSSP) (more than 45 African Member States have approved, finalized, or drafted their INSSP).   

 

The Forum of Nuclear Regulatory Bodies in Africa (FNRBA), supported by the IAEA, is 

implementing programmes and activities in the field according to its approved charter.  

 

Other Programs in Nuclear Security are implemented with the support of the European Union (The 

EU Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear Risk Mitigation Centres of Excellence (CoE) 

Initiative) and the UN Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR).  

 

The African Member States are therefore invited to ensure the national and regional sustainability of 

the programmes, including through the development and approval of the appropriate national 

legislation and regulations, the continuous support to the specific human resources development (HRD 

in NST) and nuclear knowledge management (NKM).   

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

Among the main functions of AFCONE, the exchange of information and the development of regional 

and sub-regional programmes for co-operation in the peaceful uses of nuclear science and technology 

and promoting international co-operation with extra-zonal States for the peaceful uses of nuclear 

science and technology.  

 

AFCONE is today, with the support of African Experts (identified from the AFCONE Roster) and the 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), analysing the evolution of the situation on the continent, 

in terms of Socio-Economic Development Challenges and Availability of the Adequate Solutions 

through Safe & Secure Nuclear Sciences, Techniques, Technologies and Applications.  

 

Several challenging socio-economic issues are observed (LDCs Statute, Health, Food, Energy, Water, 

Environment.) :   

- 33 out of the 47 Less Developed Countries (LDCs) are in Africa (70 %) (UN/ 2020) 

- By 2050, the population of Africa is forecast to have doubled since 2017, reaching a total of 2.5 

billion people. In short, the future of humanity will be increasingly African!  

- A fifth of the population – 256 million people – remains hungry in Africa, an increase of 44 million 

over 2014. Of the total undernourished population in 2018, 17 million are in Northern Africa and 239 

million in sub-Saharan Africa.  

- Looking solely at cancer professionals, it is estimated by the World Health Organization (WHO) that 

in Africa alone there will be a deficit of 3000 cancer health professionals over the next ten years, 

-According to the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), by 2030, 1.4 million new 

cancer cases and 1 million deaths are foreseen in Africa  

- Half of the 55 African Countries having no radiotherapy at all & No African country reaches the 

‘ideal’ of 1 radiotherapy machine per 250,000   

- The World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that over 40% of Africa’s Sub-Saharan population 

still lacks access to safe water.  

- Eight out of ten people still (in 2017) lacking even basic services lived in rural areas.  
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Nearly half lived in Least Developed Countries. In sub-Saharan Africa, just one in four people used 

sources free from contamination in 2000, rising to one in three by 2017,  

- Today some 600 million people do not have access to electricity and around 900 million people lack 

access to clean cooking. 

 

In fact, this Pessimistic Image is not Complete and Do not Integrate the Huge Continental Potentialities 

and Opportunities identified by the African Union Commission, the African Member States 

themselves and the AU Development Partners: Mineral Resources, Young Population, Agriculture & 

Water Resources, Land, Education & Training Infrastructure, Institutional and Individual 

Expertise…etc. 

 

The Burning Questions therefore are:  

• How Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy (PUNE) can better contribute to improve this challenging 

situation ?  

• What are the Real Challenges not permitting the  Transfer of Cost Effective and Well Known 

Nuclear Applications in All the African Member States ?  

 

The AFCONE co-organized in February 2020 a Conference between senior African policy and 

technical experts from governments, regulators, academia, industry, and their regional and 

international partners. The participants identified pathways for expanding and strengthening the 

contribution of the peaceful applications to support Africa’s development goals (Agenda 2063, the UN 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the Common African Position (CAP).  

 

In addition, they worked to develop a common understanding of regional positions on peaceful uses 

to inform the Presidency of the 2020 Review Conference to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 

Nuclear Weapons (NPT). 

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

The adoption by the AUC of the agenda 2063, coupled with the commitment made by all African 

countries to the universal development agenda 2030 and associated Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs), brings along serious regional challenges of critical importance in the context of a growing 

Africa.  

 

All the Countries in the World are benefiting, at different levels, from peaceful uses of nuclear energy.  

These applications developed safely are used routinely in generating electricity.  

 

In December 2019, there are 447 nuclear power reactors operating worldwide. Thirty Two countries 

currently use nuclear power, and Twenty-seven more newcomer countries are actively considering, 

planning, or embarking on a nuclear power programme. Two of them, Bangladesh, and Turkey, have 

already started construction of their first nuclear power plants.  

 

Considering that rapid economic and population growth in Africa will have profound implications for 

the energy sector, especially also due to the need for sustainable solutions to address climate change, 

mailto:Afcone.admin@afcone.org
https://www.afcone.org/


 

Page 10 of 14 

 

nuclear power needs to be considered in the Energy Mix Strategies of African Countries, according to 

the April 2019 Report of the AUC Specialized Technical Committee (STC) on Transport, 

Transcontinental and Interregional Infrastructure, Energy and Tourism (TTIIET).  

 

This is already the case in several countries (South Africa, Egypt, Ghana, Nigeria, Kenya, and other 

newcomers). Embarking on a nuclear power programme is the sovereign decision of each country. 

And the responsibility for ensuring the safety and security is always with the country. The IAEA is 

providing several services in the Field (INIR Expert missions, Training Staff…).  

 

AFCONE is working closely with the AUC Energy Department, the IAEA, and the African Member 

States, in order to contribute to the adequate implementation of the programmes, considering the IAEA 

Milestones Approach for a sound development process.  

 

I am pleased to inform you about some conclusions of the recent (30 November – 01 December 2020) 

Sub Committee Energy of the African Union Commission Specialised Technical Committee                               

“  TRANSPORT, TRANSCONTINENTAL AND INTERREGIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE, 

ENERGY AND TOURISM (STC-TTIIET): 

 

The Meeting adopted a declaration “ Welcoming the progress achieved by some Member States in the 

field of peaceful uses of nuclear energy and technologies including for nuclear power generation and 

called for the strengthening of cooperation between the African Commission on Nuclear Energy 

(AFCONE), International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and other AU Strategic Partners in the 

development of safe, secure and peaceful nuclear programmes in Africa”.  

 

The Expert Meeting of this Sub Committee recalled the African Union AU EX.CL/Dec.339 (X)/2007,  

(DECISION ON THE HIGH-LEVEL AFRICAN REGIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE  

CONTRIBUTION OF NUCLEAR ENERGY TO PEACE AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT) 

and recommended the following:   

- AFCONE, AUC and their Strategic Partners in collaboration with the International Atomic Energy  

Agency (IAEA), the AFRA Agreement and the Forum of Nuclear Regulatory Bodies in Africa 

(FNRBA), to promote the development of safe and secure peaceful uses of nuclear energy, including  

nuclear power, in Africa for sustainable development; and African Commission on Nuclear Energy  

- AFCONE to reactivate and support the African Network for Enhancing Nuclear Power Programme  

Development (ANENP).  

 

AFCONE organised on 10 December 2020, an important meeting in close cooperation with the IAEA 

Nuclear Energy Department. Other interesting events are planned in 2021.  

 

Africa is expecting the development of safe and secure SMR Technologies which could be the most 

appropriate NPPs for several African Member States.  

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

The African Mining Vision (AMV) was developed by Africa’s Ministers responsible for Mineral 

Resources at their conference in Addis Ababa in October 2008, with the ultimate objective that 

Africa’s mineral resources must be used to meet the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), 

eradicate poverty, and achieve rapid and broad-based socio-economic.   

 

Africa is exporting today about 20 % of the Global Uranium Resources.  
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More Details on the African Potential in Uranium Resources could be consulted in the recent NEA-

IAEA Red Book.  

These potentialities need to be fully considered in the AMV Plan of Action developed with the 

appropriate specificity.  

  

The AFCONE interest to the Uranium Resources and Industry is related to the following parameters:  

- Initiation by Several African Countries or NPP Projects and Interest of more than 12 to develop 

Energy Planning and Preparing Nuclear Infrastructure for NPP Programmes,  

- AFCONE Promotion of Nuclear Power as one of the Energy Sources to Consider for Mitigating the 

Climate Change Issue,  

- Development of Nuclear Science and Technology in the Continent, including to Exploit the African 

Mineral Resources like Uranium and Other Fissile Materials,  

- Safety and Security of the Uranium Industry, from the Prospection, Exploration to Exploitation 

Phases, 

- Modern Management of Radioactive Wastes resulting from the Nuclear Industry,  

- Environment Surveillance,  

- Nuclear Safeguards Obligations of the African Member States,  

- Education & Training and Research & Development in Nuclear Science and Technology, especially 

in this Specific Field of Activity 

 

The AFCONE organized in September 2020, the first of a series of informal webinars with Partners, 

designed to facilitate the exchange of information, and sharing experiences and best practices, in order 

to contribute to the AUC Specialised Technical Committee (STC) Agenda and AUC Department Plan 

of Action.  

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

Considering the Situation in Africa described previously and recognizing the Efficiency and Cost 

Effectiveness of Radiation Medicine in Human Health, AFCONE, is preparing, in close coordination 

with the IAEA, WHO AFRO, AUC Science & Technology and  Social Affairs Departments and 

AORTIC, the organization in 2021 of a Regional Ministerial Meeting in “Fighting Cancer in Africa”. 

The conclusions and recommendations including a Draft Continental Policy framework for Cancer 

complementing the Africa Health Strategy (AHS) integrating fully Fighting Cancer and specifying the 

role of the radiation technology, will be submitted to the Next 35th African Union Summit.    

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

According to the Aspiration 1 of the AU Agenda 2063, targeting a “ prosperous Africa based on 

inclusive growth and sustainable development”, and referring to the Goal 7 on “Environmentally 

sustainable climate and resilient economies and communities”, putting in place measures to 

sustainably manage the continent’s rich biodiversity, forests, land and waters and using mainly 

adaptive measures to address climate change risks, the African Union Commission Departments and 

the STC on Agriculture, Rural Development, Water and Environment developed Sound Strategies and 

Programs of Work including under the Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs)  and the 

Global Monitoring for Environment and Security (GMES) EU Initiative Cooperation Frameworks.  
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The United Nations Environment Program for Africa (UNEP) is developing important Efforts with the 

Parties to the Bamako Convention, which ban the import of hazardous and radioactive wastes as well 

as all forms of ocean disposal, in order to universalize the convention and stronger the environmental 

laws and Institutions to protect and restore the Continent and the Planet.  

 

The African Commission on Nuclear Energy (AFCONE) consider the “Radioactive Waste 

Management and Control of Non-import on the Continent” as one of the priorities in its programme 

of work. The Commission is targeting the development of good continental practices in the modern 

management of radioactive waste according to the Art. 7 of the Pelindaba Treaty and  the AFCONE 

Programme of Work.  

 

We therefore encourage the AU Member States to upgrade/update their National Legislation and 

Regulations according to the Provisions of the Regional and International Instruments.  

 

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is providing important support to Africa through the 

Regional Projects (AFRA Agreement and NRBA Forum), organising regional training courses, 

workshops, coordination meetings and providing expert missions and small equipment.  

 

Other international organisations are showing interest to contribute to the safe and secure modern 

management of these specific wastes.  

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

As part of the African Union Vision, Africa’s Strategic Partnership and according to the AFCONE 

mandate related to the International Alliances, We are pleased to announce the formalization since 

2019 of several Specific Practical Arrangements and Cooperation Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoUs) with the IAEA, the State Atomic Energy Corporation (ROSATOM/ Russia), the Global 

Cooperation Nuclear Energy Partnership (GCNEP/ Department of Atomic Energy (India)), ESARDA 

(EU), ISTC and soon with other AU Strategic Partners.    

 
Among the main objectives, the Development of Qualified Human Resources for the Development 

and Implementation of Safe and Secure Peaceful uses of Nuclear Energy in Africa.  

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

Considering the African Union Constitutive Act, in particular the objectives related to the acceleration 

of the political & socio-economic integration of the Continent, the promotion and defence of the 

African common positions on issues of interest to the continent and its peoples, the coordination and 

harmonization of the policies between the Regional Economic Communities for the gradual 

Attainment of the Objectives of the Union,   

 

Considering the Agenda 2063, recalling the Continent pledge to continue to speak with one voice and 

to act collectively to promote its common interests and positions in the international arena, 

 

Considering the Common African Position on the Post-2015 Development Agenda (CAP) and the 

sustainable development goals (SDGs),  
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AFCONE, which Secretariat Premises are in Pretoria, according to the Host Agreement signed 

between the African Union Commission and  the Government of the Republic of South Africa, is 

committed, according to its mandate, to support AFRA, FNRBA and the African formal recognized 

networks in Nuclear Science & Technology, through its Programmes of Work, Communication and 

Resources Mobilisation Strategies and Actions.  

 

The African Commission on Nuclear Energy (AFCONE) has been mandated by the 3rd AUC 

Specialised Technical Committee (STC) Ministerial Meeting on Education Science & Technology, 

held in Addis Ababa (Ethiopia) on 13 December 2019, to develop, with the IAEA and the African 

Union Partners, a Nuclear Sciences and Technology Research and Development Program that promote 

the use of nuclear energy for sustainable development in areas such as agriculture, health, 

infrastructure, mining, security, water, energy, and environment among others; and to carryout 

capacity building, education and training activities for the safe and secure use of nuclear energy. 

 

In order to concretely implement such synergy and coordination:    

- AFCONE and AFRA signed a Cooperation MoU in September 2020.  

- AFCONE, IAEA and the FNRBA are considering the signature, hopefully very soon, of a 

Cooperation MoU.  

In Addition, according to the spirit and the letter of the African Union Agenda 2063, which represents 

for the African Commission on Nuclear Energy, the main long-term reference for its Strategic Plans, 

a particular consideration will be accorded to the Youth and Women in Nuclear, through close 

collaboration with the regional organisations already in place (African Young Generation in Nuclear  

in Africa (AYGN) and Women in Nuclear Africa (WiN-A).  

 

The AFCONE contributed to the AYGN October 2019 Conference and to the September 2020 WIN 

Africa General Assembly.  

 
Meetings, raising the Efficient Contribution of the two organisations have been organised in:  

- November 2020 showing the African Women experts in nuclear contribution to the socio-economic 

development of the Continent.  

- March 2021, discussing the Capacity Building in Nuclear Science and Technology with the AYGN, 

Experts recommending the consideration by the Pan African University (PAU) Education & Training 

in Nuclear Science & Technology.   

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen 

The Peace and Security Council (PSC) of the African Union (AU), held its 763rd meeting on 10 April 

2018, on Nuclear Energy, Non-Proliferation, and Disarmament. The Council underlined the need for 

the speedy operationalization of the AFCONE Secretariat which is critical for the Treaty of Pelindaba 

to achieve its objective.  

 

In this regard, the Council encouraged States Parties to the Treaty to fulfil their financial obligations 

and timely implement the decisions made by the 4th Ordinary Session of the Conference of States 

Parties to the Treaty of Pelindaba, to enable AFCONE discharge its mandate with the required 

efficiency and effectiveness and bring to the continent much needed benefits of nuclear science and 

technology.  
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The AU Council commended the 41 countries of the AU that have ratified the Pelindaba Treaty and 

called upon those who have not yet done so, to speedily sign and ratify, with a view to enhance Africa 

Commitment to NPT, as well as the peaceful use of Nuclear energy.  

 

Thirteen  (13) States have signed but are yet to ratify the Pelindaba Treaty. Out of the 46 African States 

that have ratified the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT),  10 have not yet ratified the 

Pelindaba Treaty.  Since these countries are bound by requirements under both the NPT and the CTBT, 

there should be no impediment for them to ratify the Pelindaba Treaty at their earliest convenience.    

 

The Seventy Fifth Session of the UN General Assembly adopted the Resolution  75/30 on 7 December 

2020, under the Agenda Item 95:  

- expressing its appreciation to the nuclear-weapon States that have signed  the Protocols to the 

Treaty that concern them and calls upon those that have not yet ratified the Protocols that 

concern them to do so as soon as possible. 

- Calling upon the States contemplated in Protocol III to the Treaty that have  not yet done so to 

take all measures necessary to ensure the speedy application of the Treaty to territories for 

which they are, de jure or de facto, internationally responsible and which lie within the limits 

of the geographical zone established in the Treaty. 

- Calling upon the African States parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 

Weapons that have not yet done so to conclude comprehensive safeguards agreements with the 

International Atomic Energy Agency pursuant to the Treaty, thereby satisfying the 

requirements of article 9 (b) and annex II to the Treaty of Pelindaba, and encourages them to 

conclude additional protocols to their safeguards agreements on the basis of the model protocol 

approved by the Board of Governors of the Agency on 15 May 1997.  

In Conclusion Dear Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

The AFCONE Key Priorities in the Medium Term 2021-2025 are as follow:  

1. Upscaling the contribution of NS&T to produce tangible socio-economic outcomes through 

sustainable nuclear capabilities at the national and regional levels,  

2. Building viable regulatory authorities in support of safe and secure utilization of NS&T for 

socio-economic development in Africa.  

3. Providing credible assurances that State Parties are complying with their obligations under the 

Pelindaba Treaty, to prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons through early detection of 

misuses of nuclear material or technology,  

4. Enlarge the partnership base of the Secretariat while enhancing its governance and services.  

5. Contribute with the State Parties, the UNODA and the Other NWFZs, to the Global Nuclear 

Disarmament and Non-Proliferation efforts.   

We could consider this commemorating meeting as a modest contribution and warm up to the 

preparation of the 4th Conference of the NWFZs.  

 

A Particular attention will be given to the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy during the 10th NPT 

Review Conference: Africa is expecting specific actions towards the LDCs considering the socio-

economic development problems faced.   

 

I Thank all the State Parties to the Pelindaba Treaty for their Support to the African 

Commission on Nuclear Energy   
 

 

I Thank You for Your Kind Attention.   


