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Distinguished Participants 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

Good morning, 

I would like, to first of all congratulate the AFCONE and the IAEA for this great 
sign in collaboration with the AUC. This is an indication that, the IAEA work 
closely with the AU and its Member States towards the achievement of Africa’s 
Developmental goals within the Continent’s Agenda 2063.  

 
Distinguished Participants 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

I am formally invited to contribute my insights regarding the AU Agenda 2063- 
and 10-Years Programme on Energy and Infrastructure. 

 
AU Agenda 2063- Background: 
 



1. Agenda 2063 “The future we want for Africa” is an endogenous shared 
strategic framework for inclusive growth and sustainable development for 
African transformation and a continuation of the Pan African drive for self-
determination, freedom, progress and collective prosperity. Agenda 2063 
has a wide and diversified scope of operation. Geographically it concerns 
the whole of Africa as a continent and all 55 African countries and members 
of the AU.  

 
2. The AU envisions that by 2023, the first ten years, all kinds of domination 

including gender, ethnic and other forms of discrimination will be ended. 
The Agenda assumes the political unity of Africa will be the conclusion of 
the integration process, which includes free movement of people 
establishment of continental institutions leading to full economic integration, 
and that by 2030 African governments will have arrived at a consensus on 
the form of continental governments and institutions. 

 
 
Agenda 2063-Aspirations: 
 
3. The Agenda laid down seven (7) crucial aspirations that are to drive Africa 

to the next level.  
These include;  

I. a prosperous Africa based on inclusive growth and sustainable 
development,  

II. an integrated continent, politically united and based on the ideals 
of Pan Africanism and the vision of Africa‟s Renaissance,  

III. an Africa of good governance, democracy, respect for human rights, 
justice and rule of law,  

IV. a peaceful and secure Africa,  
V. an Africa with a strong cultural identity, common heritage, shared 

values and ethics,  
VI. an Africa whose development is people driven, relying on the 

potential of African people, especially its women and youth, and 
caring for the children and  

VII. Africa as a strong, united and influential global player and partner  
 
 
Agenda 2063 and African Integration 
 
4. In order to continue advancing the agenda for economic liberation and 

drawing lessons from the global energy crisis of the last decades, Africa 
has taken strategic decisions to follow continental integration as a strategy 
for economic development. The Agenda builds on and accelerates the 
implementation of a continental framework, most notably the Lagos Plan of 
Action, Abuja treaty, NEPAD, The Comprehensive African Agriculture 
Development Programme (CAADP), The Programme for Infrastructure 
Development of Africa (PIDA), the Minimum integration programme (MIP), 
the Accelerated Industrial Development of Africa (AIDA), the AU/NEPAD 
Science and Technology Consolidated Plan and Africa‟s Afro-industry, and 
Agribusiness Development Initiative etc. 



 
5. There are practical projects planned for in the first ten-year 

implementation plan of the Agenda that will further African integration 
effort on top of the cross Africa major infrastructure development projects.  

  
These include the Establishment of:  

I. the Continental Free Trade Area AfCFTA by 2017,  
II. Investment Bank and Pan African Stock Exchange by (2016);  
III. the African Monetary Fund (2018); and  
IV. the African Central Bank (2028/34),  
V. Africa Single Electricity Market AfSEM by 2021/2040  
VI. Single African air transport market by 2018,  
VII. the African Passport and free movement of people  

 
AGENDA 2063 and Continental Infrastructure development 
  
6. The AU summit approved the following infrastructural mega programmes 

and projects as part of the agenda 2063 flagship projects: all included in 
the first ten year implementation plan. Four of twelve flagship projects of 
the agenda aim to develop international Africa-wide infrastructure.  
These are:  

I. The Integrated High Speed Train Network: Connecting all African 
capitals and commercial centres through an African High Speed 
Train  

 
II. The Implementation of the Grand Inga Dam Project. To generate 

43,200 MW of power (PIDA) to support current regional power 
pools  

 
III. The PanAfrican E-Network, Africa Outer Space Strategy 

 
IV. The Single Africa Air Transport Market (SAATM)  

 
AGENDA 2063 and Energy Transformation: 
 
7. Energy poverty remains a serious obstacle to economic and human 

development in most parts of the continent. As a region, Africa continues 
to face critical challenges related to its energy sector, which is 
characterized by a lack of access to modern energy services (especially in 
rural areas), poor infrastructure, low purchasing power, low investments 
and over dependence on traditional biomass to meet basic energy needs. 

 
8. The continent’s energy supplies are not meeting the needs and aspirations 

of its people. About 600 million people in Africa do not have access to 
electricity and approximately 730 million people rely on traditional uses of 
biomass. A better system would promote economic diversification, raise 
productivity, and improve the health and well-being of citizens. 

 
9. Agenda 2063; Specify energy as an enabler and a pathway towards 

addressing social, environmental and economic challenges through an 



integrated approach by providing equal energy access and consumption 
levels; leapfrogging the dirty fuels of the past with a future of clean 
renewable energy development; and balancing the demand and supply of 
energy, notably through programmes such as energy efficiency, to enhance 
economic growth.  

 
 
Continental Energy Initiatives under Agenda 2063: 
 
10. Tackling today’s energy challenges in the continent requires a firm 

commitment by Governments, multilateral organizations, and national, 
regional and continental energy initiatives, to promote the accelerated use 
of clean energy sources for sustainable development in Africa. Major global, 
continental, regional and national energy initiatives have emerged during 
the last decade to serve as vehicles to accelerate sustainable energy 
development in Africa. 

 
(a) Programme for Infrastructure Development in Africa (PIDA): 
this is an African Union programme dedicated to facilitating 
continental integration through improved regional infrastructure. 
 
(b) Sustainable Energy for All African Hub hosted by AfDB, this 
initiative has three targets: renewable energy mix, energy efficiency 
and universal access by 2030. 
  
(c) Africa–European Union Energy Partnership: this deals with 
energy access, energy security and renewable energy development, 
with clear targets. 
 
(e) United States Agency for International Development Power Africa: 
this initiative embraces a model of partnership where public and 
private resources are matched with projects. 

 
(f) African Union Commission–German Development Bank 
Geothermal Risk Mitigation Facility. 
 
(g) Africa Renewable Energy Initiative (AREI) 

 
AFCONE and the AU Agenda 2063 
 
11. The COVID-19 pandemic has certainly compromised Africa’s future 

development agenda. However, 60 years after the first nuclear weapons 
tests in Africa were conducted in 1960, the continent is rapidly exploring the 
various advantages that the peaceful uses of nuclear energy can bring in 
its response to the pandemic. Alongside these existing initiatives, African 
governments and regional nuclear governance institutions prepare 
strategies for the use of nuclear energy to contribute to the continent’s 
developmental agenda, Agenda 2063. 

 



12. Similarly, Africa Union is looking for more ways to strengthen cooperation 
between the IAEA and the African Commission on Nuclear Energy 
(AFCONE). It is also expected that AFCONE should formalise a working 
relationship with the African Continental Free Trade Area Secretariat to 
collaborate on securing investment into the African nuclear industry. 

 
13. A continental coordination between AFCONE, and the secretariats of the 

AU African Development Agency (formerly NEPAD), and the African Peer 
Review Mechanism is being followed to improve regional governance 
oversight, as well as to educate Africa’s governments and citizens about 
the need for nuclear governance compliance. 

 
Conclusion 
 
14. The AUC DIE is coordinating most of the transformative actions needed to 

foster Energy solutions and reduce Carbon emission at the continental, 
regional and national levels including the new energy paradigm of 
“decentralized, de-risked and democratized” energy services that will 
enable Africa to realize the Agenda 2063 aspirations.  

 
15. I would like to assure you of our determination to do everything in our power 

at AUC to strengthen the relationship with the IAEA. We highly value the 
AFCONE and IAEA’s works and outstanding contributions in mitigating the 
climate change and ensuring cleaner and safer world. 

 


