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DDG-SG Opening remarks 

 

• It’s a great honour for the IAEA to be partner in this webinar. Of course, we would all rather 

be together in person, but this is the next best thing. We all hope that things will be better 

next year. 

 

• A credible and well-functioning global nuclear non-proliferation regime remains critical for 

international peace and security. The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty is the cornerstone of 

that regime. This year’s important Review Conference was postponed until 2021.  

 

• It is from the NPT, of course, that the IAEA draws its authority to verify that all nuclear 

material in non-nuclear weapon States stays in peaceful use, through the application of 

safeguards. In this way, we provide assurance to the international community that nuclear 

proliferation is contained.    

 

• Comprehensive Safeguards Agreements between a State and the IAEA define the 

responsibilities and obligations of both parties. These responsibilities and obligations apply 

to States even if they have little or no nuclear material. If you a non-nuclear weapon state 

that is party to the NPT you should have a Comprehensive Safeguards Agreements with the 

IAEA.  

 

• An Additional Protocol to such an agreement confers greater obligations on the State by 

extending the scope of what the IAEA can look at and where it can go. Unlike the CSA, and 

Additional Protocol is voluntary. However, once you have one, adherence to it is obligatory.  

 

• For the IAEA, having an Additional Protocol in force to complement the CSA is highly 

preferable because it gives a greater degree of assurance that a State is complying with its 

obligations. That is why the IAEA makes regular diplomatic efforts to persuade those States 

without one, to sign and ratify an Additional Protocol as soon as possible. 

 

• Of the 54 States on the African continent, 46 have CSA in force and 39 have APs in force, so 

there is still progress to be made. My colleague, Van Zyl de Villiers, have more to say on this 

in due course.  

 

• The IAEA acknowledges the central role of AFCONE in meeting Pelindaba Treaty objectives 

and assisting State Parties in fulfilling their responsibilities.  

 



• The Practical Arrangements between AFCONE and IAEA provide a framework for 

collaboration on the peaceful use of nuclear energy, nuclear safety, security and safeguards. 

 

• Our first joint safeguards activity was a regional workshop on State Systems of Accounting 

for and Control of Nuclear Material (SSACs), held in South Africa in June 2019. Building on 

the success of that meeting, we are planning a similar workshop for Francophone countries 

in Algeria in the first half of 2021. It had been planned for around this time, but was 

postponed due to COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

• I want to tell you all about an important initiative that is being driven strongly by our 

Director General, Rafael Grossi.  

 

• We want to encourage more women to enter the nuclear field and to work in safeguards. 

Achieving gender parity is very important to the Director General and to the IAEA. We are 

making progress but there is much further to go.  

 

• One of the practical ways of making this happen has been through the creation of the Marie 

Sklodowska-Curie Fellowship Programme. This aims to help increase the number of women 

in the nuclear field by inspiring them to pursue a career in nuclear science and technology, 

nuclear safety and security, or non-proliferation, by providing them with scholarships for 

Master’s programmes and an opportunity to pursue IAEA internships. 

 

• Last week the Director General announced the first 100 scholarships awarded under this 

scheme, of which 23 come have been awarded to women from African countries. The next 

application cycle is anticipated to be announced in the first quarter of next year. So I want 

all of you to publicize this initiative and to encourage potential female candidates to apply 

for these fellowships.  

 

• During your discussions I encourage all participants to engage in an open and transparent 

dialogue on the current state of affairs regarding safeguards implementation in African 

countries. I believe it is important for all of us - in partnership - to take the initiative in 

striving to strengthen each State’s capacity to meet its NPT and CSA obligations. 

 

• I also urge the Pelindaba Treaty State Parties to work with the AFCONE Secretariat, the IAEA 

and other partners (such as those listed in today’s programme) - and with each other - to 

address the challenges related to safeguards implementation and pursue the opportunities 

for strengthening the entire system.  

 

• I wish you well for a fruitful discussion. Thank you. 

 


