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I am delighted to welcome the participants in today’s event on behalf of ISTC. I am sure many of them 

are aware of the mission of the International Science and Technology Center and its record of 

achievements over the last quarter of a century.  

ISTC is an intergovernmental organization connecting scientists with their peers and research 

organizations in other countries. The ISTC Headquarters is in Nur Sultan, Kazakhstan. Current member 

governments include Armenia, the European Union, Georgia, Japan, Kazakhstan, the Republic of 

Korea, Kyrgyzstan, Norway, Tajikistan, and the United States. Scientists from nearly 90 countries have 

participated in ISTC activities, including 26 African countries. 

A substantial part of our mission is to support the integration of scientists with nuclear safety 

applicable knowledge into global scientific and economic communities through national, regional, and 

international research collaboration. We work to develop and sustain a culture of non-proliferation 

and CBRN security awareness and responsibility through education and training. 

In this sense ISTC facilitates and encourages the building of partnerships among organizations that 

aspire towards similar goals. In Africa we have a valuable counterpart with which we have concluded 

a Memorandum for Cooperation, namely the African Commission on Nuclear Energy (AFCONE). 

AFCONE plays a key role in advancing the peaceful application of nuclear science and technology in 

the continent and in bringing much-needed support to States Parties to fully benefit from nuclear 

sciences and technology applications. 

It is only natural that we embraced the opportunity to cooperate with AFCONE to organize today’s 

forum, to create this distinguished panel, where experts from leading international organizations will 

discuss how nuclear energy can address some of the most pressing issues the world is facing: What 

are the fundamental benefits of nuclear energy that should lead decision-makers to support its 

peaceful use? How can nuclear projects contribute to the recovery from the economic impacts from 

COVID-19 and generate jobs? What role in the energy mix should nuclear energy have if we are going 

to succeed in moving to clean energy? 

We at ISTC are proud of our frequent contacts and useful partnership with the IAEA, and more 

specifically with its Technical Cooperation Department, working in Africa. Let me give you some 

examples. Within the framework of the EU-funded, ISTC-implemented project Support to the Southern 

African states in Nuclear Safety and Safeguards, we developed an Information Tracking System for the 

participating SADC countries to allow them monitor the transport of yellow cake across the southern 

part of the continent. This software is not only compatible with RAIS, the IAEA Regulatory Authorities 

Information System, but is in many ways complementary to its data base. Working with AFCONE and 

IAEA, we endeavour to help African countries step up their human and technical capacity to ensure a 

higher level of security culture at uranium mines and during the transportation of uranium ore. That 

is one reason why we hope that today’s discussion among experts and practitioners will help outline 

what nuclear energy can bring to local communities and the global environment. 

Recently African countries have increasingly signed up to externally driven global initiatives with 

harmonization dimensions, including the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative, to improve 

transparency and accountability in the mineral sector. While welcoming this trend, we do not lose of 



sight of the fact that each country is unique in terms of its mineral endowment, political economy, 

history and social context. Hence the importance of the African Union that is uniquely positioned to 

encourage African led harmonization experiences that are dynamic, multidimensional, and multiscale. 

We are confident that African minerals exporters will weather headwinds well. However, much like 

an orchestra, considerable efforts will be required on behalf of the African Union to streamline the 

different “notes” to synchronize harmoniously for structural transformation. 

That is what we learned from the experience we accumulated in Central Asia. We also have numerous 

reliable partners in Kazakhstan, such as the National Nuclear Center, the Nuclear Safety Technology 

Center, the Nuclear Society of Kazakhstan, to mention but a few. This longstanding cooperation 

provided numerous examples of successful regional approaches. Kazakhstan, one of the world’s 

biggest uranium producers and exporters, has remarkable experience to share in nuclear governance 

not only with the rest of Central Asian region, but worldwide, and especially with Africa. Today the 

region-to-region collaboration in the field of nuclear safety and security is acquiring a growing 

importance. 

I am therefore looking forward to an informative and creative discussion in the framework of this 

webinar. The expected outputs will help us finetune the Plans of Action under cooperative 

arrangements we have with partners from Africa and from Central Asia. I am sure the same is true for 

other stakeholders in the international cooperation. 

Thank you. 


