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Good Afternoon Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Dear Excellencies, AFCONE Commissioners,  

Mr Massimo Aparo, Deputy Director General and Head of the Safeguards Department,  

Dr Van Zyl de Villiers, IAEA Safeguards Operations Division Director  

Ms. Karyn DURBIN, INSEP (NNSA/USA) Director 

Dr Willem JANSSENS, ESARDA Chair (European Union)  

Dr Kamen VELICHKOV, ISTC Senior Program Manager & Diplomatic Advisor,  

Dr David OTWOMA, NACOSTI Director and AFCONE Expert,  

Dear Nuclear Safeguards Experts,  

Dear Participants,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 
I would like, on behalf of AFCONE, to welcome all of you to this Webinar, we are organising 

in the field with our Partners.  

 

First and foremost, I would like to express to the DDG, Mr APARO, my most sincere thanks 

for accepting, despite his important responsibilities, to participate to this Meeting. I thank also 

all the Staff of the IAEA Nuclear Safeguards Department for its cooperation and support and 

for the constant efforts towards the implementation of the appropriate safeguards’ 

programmes and training activities in Africa.  

I would like also to thank our Panellists, Ms Durbin (INSEP/USA), Mr Janssens, 

(ESARDA/EU), Mr Velichkov (ISTC) for accepting to contribute to this event, immediately 

after their first consultation. I am also thank them for the cooperation programmes their 

organisations are implementing in Africa, developing mainly Capacity Building in the Field, 

directly or through the IAEA.  

I also thank Mr David Otwoma, with a long experience in Nuclear Safeguards, has kindly 

accepted to (a) to develop status reports in the field and (b) to moderate this webinar with the 

support of Mr Vins Granado (IAEA Senior Safeguards Operations Assistant).  

 

 

African Commission on Nuclear Energy 
 
 

Unit B2003, Corobay Corner, 169 Corobay Avenue, Waterkloof Glen, 0010  
Pretoria, South Africa.  Tel: 0027 87 096 0175. Email: Afcone.admin@afcone.org  
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Dear Excellencies,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

As you may know, the relationship between the IAEA and the Africa Continent stems from 

the inception, in the early nineties, allowing the IAEA assistance of the African States in their 

Efforts towards the establishment of a Treaty of Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons Free Zone in 

Africa, the Pelindaba Treaty, which was opened for signature on 11 April 1996 in Cairo 

(Egypt).  

 

Nuclear-weapon-free zones play an important role in preventing the proliferation – both 

vertical and horizontal – of nuclear weapons. Peaceful uses of nuclear energy had and will 

continue to make contributions to Member States in meeting their developmental needs and 

goals. Subsequently, the challenges and risks associated with the use of nuclear science, 

application and technology are real and manifest.  

 

To ensure compliance in terms of disarmament, nonproliferation and peaceful uses, the 

Pelindaba Treaty created a mechanism through the establishment of the African Commission 

on Nuclear Energy, referred to as AFCONE.  

  

AFCONE, supported by the 4th CSP (March 2018) conclusions and directives regarding:  (a) 

the need to capitalize fully on existing African infrastructure, including research institutes, 

universities and specialized agencies and (b) the optimal synergy and maximum cooperation 

with the regional and international partners on the basis of the principles of convergence of 

objectives, complementarity of activities and optimization of human and financial resources,  

identified among its main missions and priorities: (a) the Strengthening/  Establishing of 

Operational National State System of Accounting for and Control of Nuclear Material 

(SSACs) (b) the Development of Nuclear Legislation and Regulations in Each Country, 

integrating the appropriate elements related to nuclear safeguards.  

 

The AFCONE programme puts a strong emphasis on developing nuclear skills and 

competence: to achieve these objectives, the nuclear research activities will be supported, 

including with the development partners, though funding for companies, universities, research 

institutes in all African Member States.             

 

Regarding the Present First Important Event,  

 

Both the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and the African Nuclear Weapon Free Zone 

Treaty (Pelindaba Treaty) require State Parties to conclude comprehensive safeguards 

agreements (CSAs) with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).  

 

Various African Union (AU) Member States (MS) and Pelindaba Treaty State Parties with 

CSAs in force (some also with small quantities protocols (SQPs) or additional protocols 

(APs)) require assistance in establishing and improving their State Systems of Accounting for 

and Control of nuclear material (SSACs) to effectively fulfil their obligations in accordance 

with such Agreements and Protocols.  
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The African Commission on Nuclear Energy (AFCONE) is mandated by the Pelindaba Treaty 

to promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy in cooperation with development partners and 

international organizations and to guarantee that nuclear materials are not diverted to purposes 

other than those for which they are intended.  

 

There is unequal capacity in the African Union Member States for the full 

implementation of the provisions of the CSA, SQP and AP signed with the IAEA. This is 

due to different levels of peaceful uses of nuclear energy and generally limited capacity 

for nuclear material accounting and control.  

 

The African Commission on Nuclear Energy (AFCONE) recognizes the need to assess 

periodically, in close cooperation with the IAEA, the actual situation in Africa, identify 

the gaps and challenges faced by the African countries, in particular the Least 

Developed Countries, and develop efforts, in cooperation with its partners, towards the 

implementation of the needed capacity building programs and set up of sustainable 

verification systems at the national and regional levels.  

 

I am pleased to inform you today about some AFCONE Actions:  

- the signature by AFCONE, since May 2019, of Cooperation Agreements and MoUs with the 

IAEA, ESARDA, ISTC, GCNEP (India) and Rosatom (Russia), including to develop joint 

activities in the field,  

- the candidature of Five (05) African Institutions/Organisations and Centres, responding to the 

AFCONE Call for Regional Collaborating Centres (RCCs) in Nuclear Safeguards. The 

selected ones will be designated to lead the scientific and technical programs in Nuclear 

Safeguards and to support the other countries,  

- the decisions taken by AFCONE with some of its Partners, in 2019, to further develop 

regional capacities in Nuclear Safeguards through Regional Workshops, Courses and High 

Level Meetings (planed in 2020 Pretoria/ March and Algiers/ October and postponed for 

COVID 19 Pandemic),   

- The development of a 5 years regional project in nuclear safeguards, based on the 2020 Status 

Report in the Continent, targeting the support of (a) the African Countries to develop their 

Own Capacities in the Field and (b) the AFCONE to implement its mandate and gradually 

consider, if required, the set-up of a regional verification system (based on the experience of 

other regions, in particular in Europe).    

 

Dear Excellencies,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

The African Networks working in the field (safety, security, education & training, particle 

accelerators, research reactors, NPPs in the near future…) need to be consolidated and 

optimally utilized by the Member States.  

 

The R & D pillar needs special attention in our region: a call is made for a largest contribution 

to the IAEA Coordinated Research Projects (CRPs) and design of specific R & D projects, 

raising the critical and unique role of nuclear science and techniques.     
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Nuclear Technology and Safeguards are annually the subject of a comprehensive overview 

reports submitted by the IAEA to Member States during the General Conference each 

September.  

 

In addition, resolutions on (a) strengthening the IAEA's activities related to nuclear science, 

technology, and applications and (b) Strengthening the Effectiveness and Improving the 

Efficiency of Agency Safeguards, are annually discussed, updated, and approved.  

 

AFCONE is inviting all the participants, specialized in the field, to contribute as much as 

possible, within their national Institutions and Delegations, to the review of the drafts 

documents submitted and share their comments/amendments/recommendations.  

 

We, with the Support of the African Union Peace and Security council, are convinced about 

the important impact our Safety, Security and Safeguards Programmes in Africa, will have on 

the Promotion and Development of Peaceful Nuclear Applications, including in Health, 

Industry and Nuclear Power.  

 

Dear Excellencies  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Allow me to remind the Objectives and Expected Outcomes of our Today Meeting:  

(i) To Inform all the stakeholders on the current status of nuclear safeguards in Africa and on 

new AFCONE and IAEA initiatives,  

This will be detailed by the Distinguished Panellists,  

(ii) To Encourage the AU Member States to take ownership through capacity building and 

Technical Cooperation among Developing Countries (TCDC) modalities,  

This Subject could be discussed during the Q & A Session, including with the Focal 

Points of the African RCCs Candidates which are Present and kindly invited to 

Intervene,  

(iii) To Urge the AU Member States to further collaborate with regional and international partners 

to upgrade national systems and strengthen the implementation of nuclear safeguards across 

the continent including meeting a fundamental NPT and Pelindaba Treaty obligation to 

conclude a comprehensive safeguards agreement (CSA) with the IAEA. 

The Distinguished Panellists representing the IAEA, INSEP, ESARDA and ISTC will 

give in few moments a Flavour of the Activities and Programmes they are already 

developing to Support African Countries. New Opportunities (including R&D for 

Nuclear Safeguards) could be identified and discussed.  

The main outcome of this meeting will be a Call to Action at Each Level 

(Labs/Centre/Organisation/Institution/AFCONE) in order to Reach the Vision and 

Achieve the Target:  

- Signature by Every African Member State of a CSA (and any other considered as appropriate 

Protocol (SQP or AP)) with the IAEA  

- Set-Up ASAP of an Operational National SSAC (HR, Infrastructure and Quality Assurance 

Programme, sized to the National Nuclear Programme Dimension) 

- Availability of Several Excellent African RCCs supporting the Member States & AFCONE in 

the Fields (E&T, Services, Expertise)  

- AFCONE & Development Partners Fully Supporting the Implementation of the Regional 

Programme.  
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In Conclusion,  

I would like to thank all of you for your kind cooperation, making the Organisation of this 

Event Successful  

I Thank You for Your Attention  

 

DDG, Mr Massimo Aparo, the Floor is Yours  

 


