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Excellencies, Ministers, Rectors, Directors, Professors,  

 

Distinguished Guests,  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

I would like to thank the Organisers ROSATOM and Peoples’ Friendship University of Russia 

(RUDN) for Inviting the African Commission on Nuclear Energy (AFCONE) to take part to 

this Forum. 

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

The AFCONE recognise the growing importance of Africa - Russia ties and prospects for 

much closer cooperation, the outcomes of the Africa-Russia 2019 Summit promoting strategic 

partnership, forging economic ties and creating joint projects in close cooperation between 

Russian and African partners in the 21st Century, and specifically fostering beneficial 

cooperation in energy, infrastructure, science and technology, research and development, 

information and communication technology and cooperation in social development and 

capacity building.  

 

The African Union Commission consider all the importance of accelerating the process of 

continental development and integration.  

 

It gives me great pleasure to congratulate ROSATOM for Celebrating this Year its 75th 

anniversary of the Russian nuclear industry and all the Successes Observed including the 

Recent Ones in Developing Innovative Concepts for the SM Reactors.  

 

We have also noted the important efforts developed by Russia towards developing and 

strengthening  with Several African Countries, the Cooperation in the Field of Nuclear Energy 

and Nuclear Science and Technology, including for Education and Training, Research & 

Development, Safety, Security and Safeguards and Set Up of Nuclear Research Centres and 

Managing New Nuclear Power Plants Projects.     

 

On behalf of the African Commission on Nuclear Energy, I wish to pay tribute to the 

government leaders and ROSATOM Experts and University Professors, who have worked 

resolutely to make this a reality.   

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

The AFCONE, as you know, is a Treaty Body and an intergovernmental organization, 

mandated by the 42 African State Parties to the African Nuclear Weapon Free Zone Treaty 

(Pelindaba Treaty), to  encourage regional, sub-regional and international cooperation 

programs for peaceful uses of nuclear science and technology and promote scientific and 

technological researches and innovation collaborations, including Capacity Building, leading 

to socioeconomic development in Africa.   
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Nuclear disarmament, nuclear non-proliferation and the peaceful uses of nuclear energy are 

firmly entrenched in the Pelindaba Treaty.  

 

The AFCONE is today, with the support of African Experts and the International Atomic 

Energy Agency (IAEA), following and analysing the evolution of the situation on the 

continent, in terms of Socio-Economic Development Challenges and Availability of the 

Adequate Solutions through Safe & Secure Nuclear Sciences, Techniques, Technologies and 

Applications.  

 

- By 2050, the population of Africa is forecast to have doubled since 2017, reaching a 

total of 2.5 billion people. In short, the future of humanity will be increasingly African! 
(UNICEF/Children Food and Nutrition/ 2019),  

- Looking solely at cancer professionals, it is estimated by the World Health Organization 

(WHO) that in Africa alone there will be a deficit of 3000 cancer health professionals 

over the next ten years (IAEA Report/ 2017) 

- According to IARC, by 2030 1.4 million new cancer cases and 1 million deaths are 

foreseen in Africa (2016/https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/news/africa-to-intensify-cancer-control-through-cancer-registries): 

Half of the 55 African Countries having no radiotherapy at all & No African country 

reaches the ‘ideal’ of 1 radiotherapy machine per 250,000 (Cancer Control in Africa: 

paving the way for Universal Health Coverage/ 2019. 
https://www.uicc.org/sites/main/files/atoms/files/UICC_AORTIC_Cancer%20control%20in%20Africa.pdf   

- Today some 600 million people do not have access to electricity and around 900 million 

people lack access to clean cooking (https://www.iea.org/reports/africa-energy-outlook-2019).  

 

In fact, this Pessimistic Image is not Complete and Don’t Integrate the Huge Continental 

Potentialities and Opportunities identified, by the African Union Commission, the African 

Countries themselves and our Development Partners: Mineral Resources, Young Population, 

Education & Training Infrastructure, Institutional and Individual Expertise etc    

 

 

How Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy (PUNE) can contribute to improve this challenging 

situation? 

  

The adoption by the AUC of the agenda 2063, coupled with the commitment made by all 

African countries to the universal development agenda 2030 and associated Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), brings along serious regional challenges of critical importance 

in the context of a growing Africa.  
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The working environment of AFCONE is affected by the regional development landscape and 

today imperatives which are driving the development agenda of Africa.  Being a Treaty Body 

and considered as a Specialized Agency of the African Union, AFCONE Secretariat has to 

align its strategic goals and enablers with those adopted by the AUC, and should remain 

sensitive and alert to any existing and future regional initiatives and transformation which may 

influence or affect the way it delivers on its mandate.  

 

The Situation also offers opportunities which can allow to integrate Safe and Secure Peaceful 

Uses of Nuclear Energy as Part of the Solution.   

 

Both AUC 2063 Agenda and universal Agenda 2030 with its SDGs recognize the role of 

Science, Technology, and Innovation (STI) as essential enablers for development and place 

the priority on partnerships as a critical means of implementation.  

 

Due to the growing number of African countries interested in peaceful applications of nuclear 

techniques to address specific development issues, we already observe the increased needs at 

national and regional levels for building or further strengthening nuclear infrastructure and 

enhancing nuclear expertise and know-how to enable the African end-users to respond more 

effectively to their development priorities.  

 

In this respect, AFCONE will be a major vehicle for facilitating and enhancing the 

development of NS&T and know-how and their transfer to and amongst the African 

Countries.  

 

The African Member States are developing already programmes and activities through 

national and regional projects:  

- In nuclear power programmes: planning and building a safe and secure national nuclear 

infrastructure,    

- In human health: prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of non-communicable diseases, 

covering four main support areas: nutrition; diagnosis and follow-up; radiation 

oncology and radiotherapy; and quality assurance, 

- In food and agriculture: applying nuclear technologies to help fight hunger, reduce 

malnutrition, improve environmental and agriculture sustainability, and ensure food 

safety,  

- In water: sound management of water resources through isotopic hydrology,  

- In industry: non-destructive testing, sterilization, and disinfection of components, 

monitoring and optimization of industrial processes, change of chemical, physical and 

biological properties to produce novel materials, measurement of pollution levels, … 

 

Several  African Countries have shown their interest to Nuclear Power and some are already 

implementing their respective programmes in the Field, in close cooperation with Providers 

of Technology (ROSATOM) and requesting the IAEA Support through Integrated Nuclear 

Infrastructure Review (INIR) in order to implement a sound development process.  
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As you well know, more than 10 over the 19 nuclear infrastructure issues are dedicated to 

Safety, Security, and Safeguards. The African Commission on Nuclear Energy (AFCONE), 

aware of the importance to the african and international community of ensuring that the use 

of nuclear energy is safe, well-regulated, and environmentally sound, recognised the Need to 

Identify, Select and Designate African Regional Collaborating Centres (RCCs) in Order to 

Assist Implementing the Activities in the Fields of Nuclear Safety, Security and Safeguards.  

 

In addition, Selected Operational and Excellent AFRA Regional Designated Centres (RDCs) 

in other thematic areas (energy planning, health, food & agriculture, water, industry, education 

& training etc) should provide any needed assistance in their specific fields of expertise.  

 

The reputation of the African Nuclear Institutions and Infrastructure - and therefore the value 

of the work that they do - depends on their scientific and technical competence and their 

objectivity. The Excellence will then be a Must !  

 

Considering our Subject today, related to “ Nuclear Education for Sustainable Development”:  

 

The African Union Agenda 2063 identified 7 major Aspirations, in which Youth and Women 

should Intervene and Contribute. 

The Aspiration 6 stipulates “An Africa whose development is people driven relying on the 

potential of African People, especially its women and youth and caring for children”. 

 

The Common African Position (CAP) on the Post 2015 Development Agenda, clearly 

support Youth and Women, in its Pillar Two in Particular, Pillar dedicated to Science, 

Technology and Innovation 

 

As you may know, the African Commission on Nuclear Energy (AFCONE) has been 

mandated by the 3rd AUC Specialised Technical Committee (STC) Ministerial Meeting on 

Education Science & Technology, held in Addis Ababa (Ethiopia) from 10 to 13 December 

2019, to develop, with the IAEA and the African Union Partners, a Nuclear Sciences and 

Technology Research and Development Program that promote the use of nuclear energy for 

sustainable development in areas such as agriculture, health, infrastructure, mining, security, 

water, energy, and environment among others; and to carryout capacity building, education 

and training activities for the safe and secure use of nuclear energy. 

 

During the Conference “In Support of Africa’s Agenda 2063: pathways forward for 

expanding peaceful uses of nuclear energy and nuclear technology in Africa” organised in 

South Africa from 25 to 27 February 2020: We discussed the Situation.  
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We are observing the following situation:   

- Notable Efforts are developed in Several African Countries, preparing the Integration of 

Nuclear Power in their Energy Mix, creating National Nuclear Engineering Institutes and 

Nuclear Sciences and Technology D 

- The African Network for Education in Nuclear Science and Technology (AFRA-NEST) 

was established by the AFRA Agreement to facilitate the implementation of its strategy on 

human resource development and nuclear knowledge management.  

However, the main challenges the Continent is facing are well identified.   

- At the National Level:  

o the actual place and priority given to set up the appropriate infrastructure, develop 

and implement efficient peaceful uses of nuclear energy programmes,   

o the lack of human resources development (HRD) programmes and education & 

training programmes dedicated to nuclear science and technology,  

- At the Regional Level:  

o the difficulties to Sustain the Regional Networks, created to address, in particular, 

the weaknesses observed in High Level Education & Training and R & D 

programmes in nuclear science and technology, 

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

As part of the African Union Vision, Africa’s Strategic Partnership and according to the 

AFCONE mandate related to the International Alliances, we decided to Integrate the Safe and 

Secure Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy in the Agendas of the Bilateral Summits, Conferences 

and Forums with the African Union Partners.   

 

The Main Objective is to Open Doors and Windows to the African Experts, Students and 

Professionals, in order to Strengthen the Capacities built in Africa, through Transfer of 

Knowledge and Knowhow. 

 

We had our First Meeting with the Russian Delegation led by HE Mr Spassky (ROSATOM), 

during the 63rd IAEA General Conference, in September 2019, One month before the Russia 

– Africa October Summit  

 

The Signature of the Cooperation MoU between AFCONE and ROSATOM last 22 September 

2020 is a Concrete Implementation of the Sochi Russia-Africa Conclusions and 

Recommendations of the Summit “Russia and Africa: Forging Economic Ties, Creating Joint 

Projects”.  

 

The Event You are organising today is also a concrete implementation of the decisions of the 

International Forum “Russia-Africa: Science-Education-Cooperation”.  

 

We are organising on 10 December 2020, a Webinar on Nuclear Power in Africa, in close 

cooperation with the IAEA. Rosatom has kindly accepted to participate.  
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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

The AFCONE is committed to closely coordinate with the AUC Involved Departments, in 

particular Energy & Infrastructure, Science & Technology, Trade & Industry, Social Affairs 

and Peace & Security, the Development of the Africa – Russia Agenda in Peaceful Uses of 

Nuclear Energy  

 

The AFRA Agreement, the FNRBA, African Young Generation in Nuclear, the Women in 

Nuclear Africa and any other Regional Organisation interested could be associated as 

appropriate to the Programme.  

 

I wish, once again, to take this opportunity to renew the African Commission on Nuclear 

Energy (AFCONE)’s commitment to work closely with our International Partners, towards 

the strengthening and realization of our shared aspirations for the Development of Sustainable 

Safe & Secure Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy in Africa.   

 

With these few remarks, I wish all the success to this Forum and constructive deliberations 

during the thematic sessions 

 

I Thank You for Your Kind Attention.  
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