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Mr Chairman,  

Excellencies,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

On behalf of the African Commission on Nuclear Energy (AFCONE), I would like to thank the 

Organisers for the Invitation Forwarded to our Organisation and Congratulate them for the  

Implementation or this Very Important Conference. 

 

As you May Know, the African Union Agenda 2063 identified 7 major Aspirations, in which Youth 

should Intervene and Contribute.  

 

The Aspiration 6 stipulates “An Africa whose development is people driven relying on the potential 

of African People, especially its women and youth and caring for children”.  

 

The Agenda 2063 identified explicitly the following goals:  
- Skills Revolution underpinned by Science Technology and Innovation 

- Environmentally Sustainable and Climate resilient economies and communities 

- Peace Security and Stability     

- Full Gender Equality in All Spheres of Life 

- Engaged and Empowered Youth  

The Common African Position (CAP) on the Post 2015 Development Agenda, clearly support Youth 

and Women, in its Pillar Two in Particular, Pillar dedicated to Science, Technology and Innovation 
 
(a)  Enhancing technological capacities for Africa’s transformative agenda 
 
(b) Building enabling environment for innovation 
 
(c)  Increasing support for research and development 
 

(d) Optimal utilization of space and geospatial technologies 
 
 

Mr Chairman,  

Africa has one of the youngest populations in the world with more than 400 million young people aged between 

the ages of 15 to 35 years. Such a youthful population calls for an increase of investment in economic and social 

development factors, in order to improve the development index of African nations. 

The African Union has developed several youth development policies and programmes at continental level 

aimed at ensuring the continent benefits from its demographic dividend. The policies include the African Youth 

Charter, Youth Decade Plan of Action, and the Malabo Decision on Youth Empowerment, all of which are 

implemented through various AU Agenda 2063 programmes. 

 

The African Youth Charter protects young people from discrimination and ensures freedom of movement, 

speech, association, religion, ownership of property and other human rights, while committing to promoting 

youth participation throughout society. 

 

 

https://au.int/en/treaties/african-youth-charter
https://au.int/en/treaties/african-youth-charter
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The Youth Decade Plan of Action focuses on 5 key priority areas namely: 

✓ Education and Skills Development 

✓ Youth Employment and Entrepreneurship 

✓ Governance, Peace and Security 

✓ Youth Health and Sexual Reproductive Health Rights 

✓ Agriculture, Climate Change and the Environment 

The Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET)  Continental Strategy provides a comprehensive 

framework for the design and development of national policies and strategies to address the challenges of 

education and technical and vocational training to support economic development, creation of national wealth 

and contribute to poverty reduction through youth entrepreneurship, innovation and employment. 

The Human Resources, Science & Technology Department promotes the work of the AU in the area of youth 

development. 

 

Mr Chairman,  

 

Let us consider the Fields of Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy, Education and Research in Nuclear 

Science and Technology, which represent our Main Subject today.  

 

I join my voice to the former speakers to contribute to this debate, targeting a more important and 

efficient contribution of  the Youth to a more concrete development and implementation in the 

Continent First, of the more effective Safe and Secure Peaceful Nuclear Applications through 

Excellence in Education & Training and Research.  

 

This is one of the Priorities considered by the African Commission on Nuclear Energy (AFCONE).  

   

The African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty, also known as the Pelindaba Treaty, was signed in 

Cairo on 11 April 1996 and entered into force on 15 July 2009. Africa is proud to be celebrating this 

year the 10th anniversary of the Entry into force of the treaty. This Treaty has been signed by 52 African 

Member States and Ratified by 41.   

 

The Treaty, for which the African Union Commission is the depositary, prohibits the development, 

manufacture, stockpiling, acquisition, testing, possession, control or stationing of nuclear explosive 

devices in the Zone territory of States parties and the dumping of radioactive waste in the African 

Zone. It also prohibits any attack against nuclear installations in the Zone by the parties and requires 

them to maintain the highest standards of physical protection of nuclear material, facilities and 

equipment, which are to be used exclusively for peaceful purposes.    

 

The Treaty of Pelindaba establishes the African Commission on Nuclear Energy as the body 

responsible for, inter alia, ensuring States parties’ compliance with their obligations under the Treaty 

and the Protocols thereto and promoting cooperation in the peaceful, safe and secure uses of nuclear 

science  and technology in the continent, as well as advancing global disarmament and  non-

proliferation efforts.   
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Nuclear Science and Technology are issues of special interest to Africa:  

In this regard, African States are implementing, with the strong and continuous support of the IAEA, 

national and regional programmes, including through the African Regional Cooperative Agreement 

for Research, Development and Training related to Nuclear Science and Technology (AFRA) on 

peaceful nuclear applications in the spheres of Human Health, Agriculture and Animal Health, Water 

Resources, Industry, Environment, Energy Planning and Nuclear Power.  

 

Peaceful uses of nuclear energy will continue to make contributions to African States in meeting their 

developmental needs and goals.  

 

Nuclear disarmament, non-proliferation and the peaceful uses of nuclear energy are therefore firmly 

entrenched in the Pelindaba Treaty.  

 

In addition, the Pelindaba Treaty permits the IAEA to verify the processes of dismantling and 

destruction of nuclear explosive devices. This provision calls for the conclusion of comprehensive 

safeguards agreements with the IAEA for purposes of verification of peaceful use activities.  

 

Nuclear Technology is annually the subject of a comprehensive overview report submitted by the 

IAEA to its Member States during the General Conference. In addition, a resolution on strengthening 

the IAEA's activities related to nuclear science, technology and applications is annually discussed, 

updated and approved.  

 

The IAEA Technical Cooperation programme in Africa, is elaborated to meet the region’s specific 

development needs and priorities.  

 

AFCONE identified, according to the Pelindaba Treaty Provisions, the following fields of activities, 

as the main priorities:  

✓ Nuclear applications in human health,  

✓ Radioactive waste management and control of non-import on the continent, 

✓ Nuclear safety and safeguards and nuclear material accounting and control,  

✓ Verification, information processing and monitoring technologies, 

✓ Setting up legal and institutional framework for nuclear security and safety, including to address 

the obligations of State Parties regarding international Conventions and Treaties on radiological 

and nuclear safety, 

✓ Contribution to the Global Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Programmes and Activities 

 

To Achieve the Paradigm Shift targeted by the Continent and to Reach a Sustained Dynamic 

Development Programme AFCONE strongly believe on the Need, to Involve All the Concerned 

Capacities in Africa in particular the Experts in Nuclear Science and Technology and the Youth.   

 

“Let us acknowledge and celebrate what youth can do to build a safer, more just world. Let us 

strengthen our efforts to include young people in policies, programmes and decision-making 

processes that benefit their futures and ours"  

said the Former UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
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AFCONE strongly believe on the following parameters characterizing the Youth:  Energy Potential, 

Dynamic Role, Innovative Spirit, Power of the Ambition, Responsible Build of the Future…  

Involvement of Youth to Contribute in the Implementation of the Pelindaba Treaty Provisions is 

considered one of the AFCONE Priorities, through the “Ownership Principle” and “Capacity Building 

of the Needed Resources by African in Africa, with the Support of the International Partners.  

Mr Chairman,  

AFCONE aims to support nuclear research and training activities with an emphasis on continually 

improving, in the field, the nuclear safety, security and safeguards, especially to contribute to the 

integration of the nuclear power within the regional energy mix system in a safe, efficient and secure 

manner.  

- In the Field of Nuclear Power: more than 10 African Member States are implementing 

technical cooperation projects with the IAEA in this Field. INIR Missions have been organized 

in the majority of these countries during the recent years.  

o We are looking forward to the interesting conclusions and recommendations of the 

International Conference organised by the IAEA this Week in Vienna on “Climate 

Change and the Role of Nuclear Power”,  

 

o AFCONE is contributing to the Conference hosted by Nuclear Power and Energy 

Agency (Kenya) in Nairobi from 15 to 16 October,   

 

o AFCONE is planning to organise in Africa in 2020, a Regional Conference on energy 

and nuclear power, in close cooperation with the African Union Commission 

Infrastructure and Energy Department and the support of international partners, 

including the IAEA.  

 

- Most of the African Member States are implementing and/or considering national 

technical projects in the field of cancer therapy: medical imaging, nuclear medicine, 

radiotherapy departments, dosimetry laboratories and training qualified medical physicists,  

o The IAEA identified this important topic (nuclear technology in the fight against 

cancer) for the 2019 Scientific Forum organised in Conjunction to the 63rd General 

Conference,  

o AFCONE, is planning the organization, in close cooperation with the AUC/ Social 

Affairs Department and all the regional and international partners (IAEA (NA, PACT, 

TC), International and African Research Centres, WHO…), in conjunction with the 

African Union Summit to be held in Addis Ababa, next February 2020, a Regional 

Seminar in Fighting Cancer in Africa, taking into account the high burden created by 

this disease and observed in the Continent: In terms of Gaps, the experts will consider 

as one of the Main References, the Recent IAEA Cancer Control Milestones Document.  
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- The management of radioactive wastes is considered as a priority, when developing peaceful 

nuclear applications, according to the IAEA recommendations and international standards.  

o According to the provisions of the Pelindaba Treaty (Article 07) and in close 

cooperation with the UN Environment Programme, and the support of international 

partners, AFCONE will implement, with continuous follow up, regional projects 

related to the development of modern management of radioactive wastes in Africa.  

 

- The implementation of independent national regulatory authorities, through education and 

training of national regulatory authorities in the field of nuclear legislation and regulations.  

o For the sustainability of the programmes and in cooperation with International Partners, 

including the IAEA, AFCONE will develop Nuclear Law Training Courses in Africa, 

through identified selected African National Regulatory Authorities and Qualified 

Universities.   

 

- Several Regional Centres of Excellence in Nuclear Security are operational. They have been 

identified and supported by International Partners. These cooperation with, in particular, 

advanced European Centres, will be strengthened to fully implement the Pelindaba Treaty 

Provisions.  

o We are looking forward to participating to the Ministerial Conference on Nuclear 

Security: Sustaining and Strengthening Efforts (ICONS 2020) organised by the IAEA 

in February 2020.  

 

- The implementation and operationalisation of National State Systems of Accounting for 

and Control of Nuclear Material (SSACs) for Nuclear Safeguards, is one of the priorities 

of AFCONE, allowing the African States Parties to fulfil with their obligations according to 

the Comprehensive Safeguards Agreements (CSAs) signed with the IAEA:  

o AFCONE organised in June 2019, in Pretoria (South Africa), the first Joint Workshop 

with the IAEA Safeguard Department. It will be followed by others in 2020.  

o The organisation of similar events is considered with other International Partners (EU, 

USA…).   

o According to the Pelindaba Treaty, AFCONE aims to make full use of the regional 

expertise and infrastructure in Africa:  Some Advanced Laboratories are being 

identified and selected to play a regional role in this field: delivery of services (training, 

expert missions…), analysis, quality… 

 

The IAEA remains the only internationally recognized competent authority responsible 

for verifying and assuring compliance with NPT safeguards agreements, concluded in 

compliance with their obligations as stipulated in Article III of the Treaty. An effective 

safeguards system is an important building bloc in the nuclear non-proliferation regime 

and the international peace and security architecture.  

 

- The AFCONE programme puts a strong emphasis on developing nuclear skills and 

competence:  

o To achieve these objectives, the nuclear research activities will be supported by 

AFCONE, in close cooperation with the Science and Technology African Union 

Department, and other development partners,    
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o The African networks working in the field (safety, security, education & training, 

research reactors, particle accelerators…) need to be consolidated and optimally 

utilized by the African Member States,  

o The Education & Training Programme in Nuclear Science & Technology, to be 

implemented within Excellent Recognised African Universities, Institutes and 

Research Centres, including members of AFRANEST, should allow the appropriate 

paradigm shift in the Continent. 

o AFCONE is planning, in close cooperation with the IAEA (TC and NSA) and Other 

Partners, to organise in 2020 the First Assembly of the African Network of Particle 

Accelerators, Expert Meeting involving mainly 5 African Countries (South Africa, 

Algeria, Egypt, Ghana and Nigeria). This event could be organised at iThemba LABS 

(Cape Town).   

 

- To complement the aforementioned programmes, AFCONE, in close cooperation with the 

IAEA, AFRA, CTBTO and other International Partners, will support nuclear research and 

training activities with an emphasis on:  

o Sustaining the development of peaceful nuclear applications,  

o Continually improving nuclear safety, security and safeguards.  

 

- I am pleased to announce the Signature during the last 63rd IAEA General Conference of a 

Practical Arrangements (PAs) between the IAEA and AFCONE, strengthening the 

Cooperation in Safe and Secure Implementation in Africa of Peaceful Nuclear Applications.  

 

Other Cooperative Agreements are in Discussion and Preparation with Several African Union 

Strategic Partners. The Main Objective is to Open Doors and Windows to the African Experts, 

Students and Professionals, in order to Strengthen the Capacities built in Africa, through 

Transfer of Knowledge and Knowhow.      

 

Mr Chairman,  

 

AFCONE started discussion with Several Representatives of South African Universities delivering 

Education and Training in Nuclear Science Technology, Safety and Security, Non-Proliferation 

and Disarmament Studies. We plan to encourage recruitment of Interns and develop with the 

Institutions interested Co-Tutoring of Master and PhD Thesis covering the Pelindaba Treaty 

Provisions. This could be gradually expanded to Other Qualified Institutions in the Continent.  

 

According to previous assessments, made including under the AFRA Agreement (considering 

some indicators such as the participation to the IAEA Project Research Contracts or Published 

Papers in International Journals), the R & D Programmes in Nuclear Science and Technology needs 

to be strongly improved.  
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Through the review of this Summit Programme, Focused on Scientific and Technical Issues,                     

We encourage the Organisers to Consider in the Next Summits and Conferences, the interest of the 

Youth to Address, through Diplomacy and/ or Education, a Full Contribution to the Global Issues 

related to Non-Proliferation and Disarmament.    

 

In Conclusion Mister Chairman,  

 

The specific role of AFCONE, Treaty Body and Specialised Agency of the African Union, the 

IAEA and the CTBTO, as well as the coordination and cooperation between these Organizations, 

is essential for the full implementation of the Provisions of the Pelindaba Treaty, including the Full 

Support to the Promotion and Development of the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy.  

 

We assure you of the AFCONE and the African Union Commission full support and cooperation 

towards the successful implementation of the Conclusions and Recommendations of this Summit.  

  

I express again my sincere thanks to the Organisational Committee and Wish all the Success to 

this Summit  

 

I Thank You Mr Chairman 


