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PELINDABA 

AFCONE ENDORSES Dr Lassina Zerbo’s Candidature for IAEA DG Position  

At this particular historical juncture, the member states of the African Commission on Nuclear 

Energy (AFCONE) strongly believe that Dr. Lassina Zerbo is the right leader to assume the 

leadership of the International Atomic Energy Agency.  In the current geopolitical landscape 

characterized by strategic tensions, rising skepticism vis a vis, multilateral institutions, and 

unprecedented technological innovations, Dr Zerbo has the right skills, competence and work 

ethics to seize global opportunities while working closely with member states to overcome 

emerging and developing challenges.  

In his 15 years at the helm of CTBTO, Dr. Zerbo has displayed visionary leadership as honest 

broker and dialogue convener among different constituencies and stakeholders. He has 

achieved consensus and sought common ground on technical and political issues at the benefit 

of the global community.  

Under his leadership, the CTBTO International Monitoring System has reached 92% 

completion rate and in spite of budget constraints and financial challenges, he has succeeded 

in maintaining CTBTO technology innovative edge and a forward-looking approach.  

He has spearheaded global and regional initiatives on science diplomacy bringing scientists 

from all over the world together to encourage knowledge sharing and cross-national scientific 

collaborations. He has been a tireless advocate for inter-generational dialogue and towards 

overcoming an obsolete silos-approach to nuclear nonproliferation and disarmament 

challenges.  

Most importantly, he has shown profound awareness of regional and national needs and has 

operated so as to ensure and guarantee equal access to knowledge and technological benefits 

for all. He has gained the full trust of CTBTO member-states and worked indefatigably to 

maintain it through his commitment to openness, transparency, accountability and excellence.  

Given the current challenges facing the world, we believe that a man of Dr. Zerbo’s caliber 

and status should ascend to the global responsibility of leading the International Atomic 

Energy Agency. His vision and leadership will advance IAEA global mission for a prosperous 

world where all countries can enjoy the benefits of nuclear energy in a safe, secure and 

sustainable fashion.  

Finally, Dr Zerbo is a highly decorated International Civil Servant who has been recognized 

and honoured worldwide by different governments and international organisations.  
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